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LOG V E Subjefts touched upon in this 


12 ſame of them ſuch as might no. 
ba be expected at firſt Thought upon 

, reading the Title, I therefore 
judge it proper to ſet them before the Reader 
thus diſtinctiy. 


The IxTRoDUcT19N gives a Hint of the 
ſeveral Sorts of condeſcending Phraſes found 
in the Word of God, Page 1, 2. —fixcs 
upon and deſcribes thoſe that come into pre- 
ſent Conſideration, in which God is ſaid to 
Juſtify or condemn us, to love or hate us, to 
bear or refuſe our Prayers at different Times; 
which Expreſſions ſeem inconſiſtent with the 
Simplicity of the Divine Nature, and Un- 


changeableneſs of his Will, p. 3—z : Ic 


ſhows that theſe Phraſes cannot be expreſſive 
of the Acts of the Divine Will or Power, or 
of any ſuppoſed real Affections in the, Deity, 
P. 6, 5. —and then puts the Queſtion con- 
cerning their real Meaning, p. 8. 

A 2 Theſe 


e Trealiſe being ſo numerous, and 


CUNTENTS; 


Theſe Aſcriptions of a changing Will and 
changeable Affections to God, being ſo fre- 
quent in Scripture, I find it neceſſary to di- 
vide them into two Claſſes, (1) Thoſe 
that relate to the Covenants of Works and 
Grace, (2) Thoſe which particularly re- 
gad the Diſpenſation of the Covenant of 
Grace. And thus the Treatiſe is divided into 
two Parts, 


ParT I, Concerning the Covenants them- 


ſelves. 


Chap. ½. Shows in what Senſe God is 
ſaid to condemn Sinners, p. 11-13. to be 
angry with them, p. 14, Is. — to have his 
Anger kindled more or leſs at different Times, 


p. 16, 17, 18. 


Chap. 2d. Shows the Nature of a Change 
of State before God, p. 19, 20, —how J 
tification and [mputation are no eternal Acts, 
p. 21.—In what Senfe God is ſaid to pardon 
Sinners, p. 22. and to impute Righteouſneſs, 
P. 23, 24.—It illuſtrates theſe Points by 
two ſcriptural Similitudes, p. 24—27.— 
and then proceeds to ſhow how much a 
Change of State from Condemna:ion to 
Juſtification amounts to; how, tho' it does 
1 not 


CON:IENT SS 


not import any Change in the Divine Pur- 
pole, p. 27. or in the Redemption of 
Chriſt, p. 28 yet it conſiſts not in the bare 
Sentence of the Divine Word, p. 29. nor 
in the Manifeſtation of God's Love to the 
Conſcience, p. 30.—and then unfolds the 
real Difference between the State of a Be- 
liever and of an Unbelieyer before God, p, 


32— 35» 


Chap. 3d. Explains when God 1s faid to 
be angry with his People, p. 36—38.— 
when he is ſaid to have Compaſſion for them, 
p. 39—and when to hear their Prayers, p. 
40; and ſo a Foundation is laid for ex- 
plaining all other Phraſes of the ſame Na- 
ture upon the ſame Principles, p. 41, 42. 


The forementioned Expreſſions being all 
explained upon the Footing of a Divine 
Eſtabliſhment : 


Chap, 4th. Sets forth the general Nature 
of ſuch an Eftabliſhment, p. 43 — ſhows 
how it forms and determines all e 
ing Relations that ſubſiſt between God and 
Man, p. 44 confirms this Idea of a Divine 
Conſtitution by Scripture, and illuſtrates it 
by explaining the Meaning of the Word 


N and applying that Meaning 
A to 


- 
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to the Covenants of Works and Grace, p. 


46—49 —and then ſhows in how full a 
Senſe the making of any Relative Changes 
upon us, by a Divine Conſtitution, may be 


called a Divine AF, p. 49—53. 


Chap. 5th. Shows how this Method of 
explaining theſe Subjects affords the moſt 
regular Conceptions of God, p. 54—rightly 
diſtinguiſhes between the ſecret and revealed 
Will of God, p. 55, 56 —gives a full Re- 
ality to the Scripture-Phraſes under Conſi- 
deration, p. 57—gives proper Ground for 
ſuitable Aﬀections in us, p. 58 —falls in 
with the Work of the Spirit, both in Con- 
viction and Conſolation, p. 59. — and an- 
ſwers ſeveral Queſtions of Importance, p. 
60—63. | 


Parr II. Conſiders thoſe Phraſes of this 
Kind, which relate to the Diſpenſation of the 
Covenant of Grace, p. 64. 


Chap. 1. Produces the Chief of theſe 
Paraſes to View, wherein God is ſaid to in- 
vite, to be grieved, diſappointed, &c. p. 65 
—68 —and ſpecifies the Difficulties that at- 
tend the Explication of them, p. 69—72, 


Chap, 2d. Lays out the general Rule to 
explain 


t 
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explain theſe Phraſes by, p. 73 — mentions 
the ſpecial condeſcending Relation to which 
| they all refer, p. 74 —ſhows how far the 
Divine Eſtabliſhment diſpenſed, conſtitutes 


this Relation, p. 75—78 : the whole is il- 
luſtrated and confirmed by ſome Obſerva- 
tions, p. 79, 80. 


Chap. 34. Explains theſe Phraſes diſtinct- 
ly, and ſo ſhows when God is ſaid to invite, 
p. 81—to be grieved, p. 82—to be diſap- 
pointed, p. 8 3—to relent, p. 84—to lament, 
p. 85—to wiſh and defire our Good, p. 85 
to be delighted and rejoiced with it, p. 86. 


Chap. 40. Clears up the Conſiſtency be- 
tween the revealed Will of God thus diſ- 
penſed, and his ſecret ſovereign Will, p. 


87-90 and concludes the whole with a ge- 


neral Rule for underſtanding all ſuch Phraſes, 
p. 91 —for gaining Knowledge from them, 
P. 92—and for making a due Improvement 
of them, p. 93. 


The AprENDIxX is deſigned to ſet forth 
the Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Sincerity of God, 
in thus diſpenſing his Covenant to fallen 
Mankind, whom he knows incapable to 
obey the Calls of the Goſpel, p. 95 —in or- 
der to this, it ſhows how neceſſary it is that 

ſome 
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fome Eſtabliſhment ſhould be formed and 
diſpenſed to open a Way for Communion 
between- God and Man, p. 96 —how the 
Diſpenſation of Grace 1s ſuited to all the Di- 
vine Perfections, particularly to his Sincerity, 

. 98—100 —ſhows what is the real State 
of fallen Man, p. 101, 102—what is moſt 
ſuited to work upon Man in this Condition, 
Pp. 103—106 — prevents and anſwers Ob- 
jections, p. 1079—109 Hand then, to con- 
nect the whole together, it is ſhown how 
well adapted the Goſpel-Diſpenſation i is, to 
be ſerviceable to Man in his preſent State 
and Condition. Remarks of a ſerious, 
practical K ind are interſperſed throughout 
the whole. 


If by Means of this Treatiſe any are en- 
Agbtned, quickened or comforted; let them af- 
coibe all the Glory lo him, who worketh in us 


| both to will and io do of his own good Plea- 


ſure. 3 No 61 
SAMUEL PIKE. 


The Reader is deſired to reGify theſe few Miſtakes with 


his Pen. 


Pa e 7. line 13. for probably put properly, P. 27, J. 18. for 
4 terminates put determines, P. 40. I. ult. for Not ⁊bben put 
Now then, P. 99. I. 3. for centers put center, 
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oT HIN is more deſirable 
ow 15 to an enquiring Mind, than to 
e attain to regular and rational 
Conceptions of thoſe Things 
it is converſant about; whether they 
be philoſophical, moral or divine, And 
ſurely Subjects of a theological Kind, de- 
ſerve the greateſt Attention; and clear Ap- 
prehenſions concerning them are there- 
fore the moſt important. In theſe Mat- 
ters the Sacred Writings eſpecially ought 
to be conſulted, and we ſhould endeavour 
to get clear Ideas of the Meaning of the 
Expreſſions, and Phraſes thereof, Every 


one that reads his Bible with Atten- 
B tion, 
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2 INTRODUCTION. 
tion, cannot but obſerve, that it abounds 
with Metaphors and condeſcending Ex- 
preſſions, which muſt not be- underſtood 
literally, 


Several of the Actings of our Minds to- 
wards God are expreſs'd under the metapho- 
rical Expreſſions of Leaning, Reſting, Coming, 
Receiving, Eating, &c. Theſe we may have 
pretty clear Ideas of, by obſerving the 
Words of Scripture, and comparing them 
with the Workings of our Minds, as they 
reſpect the Underſtanding, the Will, the 
Affections, the Memory, or Conſcience. 
Several of the Perfections of the Deity, 
and of his Operations upon us, are ex- 
preſs'd in ſuch Language as if the Great 
Jznovan had Eyes, Hands, Arms, Feet 
and the like, which cannot be literally un- 
derſtood, without entertaining the moſt. 
groſs and irregular Conceptions of the 
Deity. Theſe are to be underſtood by ab- 
fratting our Minds from the material and 
badily Reſemblances, and carrying our 
Thoughts thro' and beyond them, and re. 

; ferring 
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ferring them to his Omniſcience, Vs 
tence, and Omnipreſence. 


But beſides theſe, there are Abundance 
of Scripture-Phraſes, which ſeem to repie- 
ſent the Divine Being, as one that has a 
changeable Will, and changeable Aﬀec- 
tions: As if at different Seaſons his Mind and 
Will were altered concerning us; as if he had 
ſtrong and lively Affections of Admiration, 
Love and Hatred, Hope and Fear, Joy 
and Sorrow, Delight and Averſion; and as 
if theſe Affections acted with different De- 
grees of Livelineſs, towards different Per- 
ſons, and at different Seaſons towards the 
fame Perſons. Whereas I think we are na- 
turally led to conceive all the Acts of the 
Divine Mind and Will to be unchangeable 
and eternal: For the abſolute Unchange- 
ableneſs of his Nature teaches us, that 
what he once willed, he always willed; 
and what he once underſtands, he always 
did underſtand; otherwiſe it can never be 
true, that he is without Variableneſs or 
Shadow of Turning, James 1, 17. 
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Therefore it ſeems contrary to all regu- 
lar Conceptions of the Deity, to ſuppoſe 
that he continually puts forth freſh Acts 
of his Will towards and concerning his 
Creatures: This ſuppoſes him to be as 
changeable as his Creatures, and that his 
WW il is determined by, and ſubſervient to, 
the Wills and Conditions of his Creatures, 


Tis true, we are ready at firſt Thought 
ro conceive, that when we repent, a freſh 


Act of the Divine Will is put forth con- 


cerning our Pardon; when we are in Dif- 
treſs, that a freſh Act of Compaſſion is ex- 
cited in his Mind to engage him to ſend 


Relief; and that when we pray artght, a 
freſh Act of the Divine Will is put forth, 
determining him to give us what we aſk, 
Theſe and many other ſuch: Kind of Ap- 


prehenfions we are too prone to receive and 
indulge; becauſe we are forgetful of the 


Divine Immutability; and thus we are in 


Danger of making the great JE HO VA al- 
together ſuch a one as ourſelves, I ac- 
knowledge, that che Conditions and Cir- 

. cumſtances 


INTRODUCTIION.: 5 
cumſtances of Man might be changed, 
and ſo the Creature may bear a different 
Relation to the Holineſs and Juſtice of 
God at different Seaſons z and it muſt be 


2 confeſs'd, that the Great Jenovan may and 
does put forth freſh Acts of Power upon his 


Creatures, without any Infringement upon 


his Immutability, or any of his other Per- 
fections; but his Mind and Will muſt. 


not be ſuppoſed tobe changed. So that *tis a 


2 juſt Obſervation of ſome Divines, that 
when God is faid to repent, he wills a 


Change, but does not change his Will: For 
that remains the ſame from all Eternity. 


Now fince there is ſuch Abundance of 
Phraſes, which ſeem to aſcribe to the Deity 
changeable Affections anda changing Will; 
the Queſtion is: Vat Conceptions ought Toe 
to bave under ſuch Expreſſions? When God 
is ſaid to juſtify and condemn us, to love and 


bate us, to hear our Prayers or refuſe them, 


to have his Bowels troubled for us, or to 


with-hold his tender Mercies from us at dif- 


ferent Seaſons 3 what are we to learn by 
ſuch Repreſentations, in a Conſiſtency with 


B 3 the 


- — oy == £2» * 
_ oO ITS oY Oo er —_ — PR, 


x WE; 


6 MM ERODUCTIVUN. 


the Simplicity and Immutability of his Na- 
ture ? 


Now (1) I dare not look upon them as 


merely expreſſive of the Acts of the Divine 


Will: Becauſe thoſe Acts are eternal; 
whereas theſe Phraſes intimate that what is 
meant by them commences in Time. The 
Acts of the Divine Will are all unchange- 
able, whereas theſe Expreſſions denote a 


great Variety of Alterations at different 
Seaſons. 


Neither (2) can I refer them to ſome- 
thing that may be ſuppoſed in the Divine 
Being, ſimilar to Affections in us; tho' 
without that Perturbation that is in our 
animal Frame. For ſuch a Conception 
either means Nothing at all, or elſe it is an 
Intringement upon our moſt juſt Conceptions 


of the Immutability and Simplicity of the 


Divine Nature. It is the Buſineſs of one 
that is ſearching for Ideas of theſe great 
Points, to take ſpecial Care that his Appre- 
healions be in ſome Degree clear, and ma- 
nifeſtly conſiſtent with our primary Notions 

111 of 


3 


— * = 8 | 1 
— 
- * 7 FR 4 3 * F 


2 Ü ER 
e 


PETER = 
2 1 r 
L 5 n 5 SO. 


N 


Na- 


INTRODUCTION. 7 


of the Deity : And how any changeable 
Affections can in any Senſe be aſcribed ito / 
him, without ſuppoſing him a compounded 

and mutable Being, .is very difficult; if not 
For fo 


abſolutely impoſlible, to conceive : 
far as the former is allowed, fo far the latter 


muſt be inferr'd. Neither 


( 3) Dare I refer ſuch Phraſes 8 to 


Acts of the Divine Power, One would 
think that all the Actings of God towards 
his Creature, muſt be reduced either to 


thoſe of his Will, or thoſe of his Power. | 
But theſe Expreſſions cannot probably de- 


note Acts of his Will, for the Reaſons a- 
bove mentioned. But what are they then ? 


Acts of his Poter? No ſurely; for if 


we conceive this, we ſhall make a great 
many of them ſignify Nothing at all. Is 


Juſtification or Remiſſion of Sin an Act of 


Power? Is God's imputing or non-im- 


puting Sin an Act of Power? His com- 
paſſionating our Miſeries, and his conſider- 
ing our Requeſts, and accepting our Per- 


ſons and Services, are theſe Acts of his 


Porbe er? A vaſt Variety of ſuch Phraſes 


may 
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may here be introduced, concerning which 
we dare not ſay, they expreſs or intend 
Acts of Will or Power. Not Acts of 
Power, as appears from the very Nature 
and Form of the Expreſſions; nor Acts of 
the Divine Vill, which are all eternal 
and unchangeable. I am ſenſible that 
they have been called Expreſſions after the 
Manner of Men; and ſo they are indeed: 
But this being -allow'd, I aſk, do they 
ſignify Something or Nothing ? That they 
intend Nothing cannot be granted ; for the 


Frequency and Strength of ſuch Expreſ- 


ſions plainly intimate to us, that they have 
an important Reality under them. And if 
they ſignify Something ; what is that Some- 
thing ; ſince we cannot properly ſay, that 
they intend Divine Acts either of Will or 


Power? Thus the Queſtion before us is 
ſtated, and a very important one it is; ex- 
tending to ſuch Subjects as every one of us 


have the greateſt Concern with, Surely 
Juſtification and Condemnation before God, 


his Love and Hatred, his Favour and An- 


ger, are Things & no {mall Moment : 
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Oh! that they did lie with ſuitable Weight 
upon our Minds and Conſciences ; for we 
all allow that his Loving-kindneſs is better 


than Life, and his ATE is worſe 
than Death, 


The Anſwer to this Queſtion in its ſeveral 
Branches will lead us into the Conſideration of 


to general Subjects, which naturally diviaes 


the Whole into two PakTs, (1) Concerning 
the Nature of the Covenants themſelves. (2) 


Concerning the Nie o the Covenant of 
Grace, * 
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Concerning the Nature of the Covenants 
themſelves. 


CHAP I, 


P Fo PS Lt * 2 
4 - I IR * — . * Y 1 G * 1 83 = 2 51 
* 7 & p - * = , 5 , 1 4 : EXE 4 a 4 : 
As * — > *% | oe 18 a * 1 3 * 4 * 2 - 2. FEES * 4 of £1 * Age * 
« i 4 2 * of ESE.» 3 > s e F « q I 5 5 
- . . 2 As, r e 1 8 : 8 
y F 3 * Hi : * 4 


The Scheme opened and applied to the State of 
| Nature and Guilt, 


O R the Reaſons above mentioned, 
and others that might be named, I 


judge it neceſſary to ſeek after ſome 
1 fartherl deas to explain theſe Matters by. 
— 1 And upon a ſerious Conſideration, I hope 
1 what is here propoſed may give ſome farther 
Light and a clear Satisfaction. I know not 
how to convey theſe Ideas better, than by 
beginning 
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Thoughts on ſuch Scripture Phraſes, &c. 11 
beginning upon this Subject where the 


Scripture begins. Let us then look into 


the Dealings of God with our firſt Parents. 


When God had created Man holy and 


upright, he ſaid to him, Gen. ii. 17. But 


of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, 
thou ſhalt not eat of it; for in the Day thou 
eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die, This was 
a Part of the Covenant, made and eſta. 
bliſh'd between God and Man. Now the 
neceſſary Conſequence of this Eftabliſh- 
ment is, that as ſoon as Adam broke in 
upon this Prohibition, and fo ſinned againſt 
God, he was dead in Law ; really con- 
demned to Death ; and from that very 


Moment was under a legal Obligation to, 


ſuffer the Penalty annexed. 


Soon after he had broken this Covenant, 
we find that the Lord himſelf comes and 
actually pronounces the Sentence of Con- 
. demnation upon him, and in him upon all his 
natural Poſterity. (Indeed this was attended 


with gracious Mitigations.) But it is pro- 
0 1 per 


12 Thoughts on ſuch Scripture Phraſes 


per here carefully to diſtinguiſh between his 
actual Condemnation by Virtue of the Co- 
venant, and God's pronouncing the Sen- 
tence upon him. This latter God did by 
his own Mouth, and may be called, not an 
Act of nis Will or Power, but an Act of 
his Mord; ſpeaking, pronouncing, or de- 
nouncing that which was before included 
in the Covenant itſelf. Now obſerve, that 
before the Sentence was pronounced, Man 
was actually condemned, or ſubject to the 
Penalty, and under the Curſe of this broken 
Law. Now here I would take the Liberty 
to aſk ; J what this aftual Condemnation was. 
Was! it an Act of Divine Vill or Pouer? 


Not an Act of divine Power; for we do 
not find that God did immediately execute 
the Threatning upon him. And farther, 
Tho' the divine Power was exerted in in- 
flicting the Penalty, yet it cannot be properly 
ſaid to be exerted in the Act of Condemna- 
tion itſelf.---Neither on the other Hand, 
can it be properly called an Act of the Di- 
vine Will, in ſuch a'Scnſe as to ſuppoſe, 

| that 


as aſcribe Affections to GOD. 13 
that the Divine Being now willed that which 
he did not will before. No Doubt, God 
had from Eternity propoſed to create Man 
in ſuch a State as he actually did; and to 
make ſuch an Eſtabliſhment between Man 
and himſelf, and to deal with Man accord- 
ing to the Subſtance and Form of it. The 
moſt I think that can be made of it is this: 
That Adam's actual Condemnation was the 
neceſſary Reſult of the Settlement that was 
made with him; which determined that the 
Day he ſinned he ſhould die. It neceſſarily 
followed upon this Conſtitution that the 
very Day, yea and Moment in which he 
ſinned he was legally dead, Now here it 
is acknowledged, that Adam did merito- 
rioufly condemn himſelf ; but he was con- 
demned by this Conſtitution judicially : 
And foraſmuch as this Eſtabliſhment itſelf 
Was Divine, it may be very properly ſaid 
that Cad condemned him. Now this Di- 
vine Act (if it may be ſo termed) has a 
very great and awful Reality | in it; tho', 
properly ſpeaking, and in itſelf conſidered, 
it was neither an. Act of the Divine Will 


C nor 


14 Thoughts on fuch Scripture Phraſes 
nor Power, I think this is what we call a 
relative Change; whereby God ſtands in a 
different Relation to the Creature, and the 
Creature in a different Relation to him. 
Before Sin, God ſtood in the Relation of a 
Friend ; after Sin, he ftands in the Rela- 
tion of an Enemy; before Sin, the Crea- 
ture Man was in the Divine Favour ; after 
Sin he fell under the Divine Wrath and 
the. Curſe of his Law. 
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Now ſince all Mankind are naturally un- 
der this Law of Creation, and Conſtitu- 
tion of Works; muſt we not ſay, that the 
actual Condemnation of the Sinner comes 
upon him from God, by or thro* this Eſta- 
bliſhment? And does not this ſhew us 
what is properly meant by the Imputation of 
Sin, by God's judging the Sinner, by bis le- 
ing angry with Sinners every Day, and by 
the Wrath of God abiding upon them. Eſpe. 
.cially ſince the Apoſtle plainly inſinuates, 
that the proper Imputation of Sin is by the 
Law; when he ſays, Rom. v. 13. Sin is 
not impuied when there is no Law, May we 
F not 
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not conceive of all ſuch Kind of Scripture- 
phraſes in this Manner, without infringing 
in the leaſt upon the Divine Unchangeable- 
neſs? Is there any Neceſſity to carry theſe 
Matters any higher? And ſurely 'tis a 
very awful, humbling, convincing Reality, 
to be bound by the Divine Conſtitution, 
under which we all are by Nature, to under- 


go the Penalty due for Sin. And is this 
the real State of the Caſe, and ſhould not. 


this excite every one to look into this Law, 
and ſce what it ſays concerning us? For 
we may be ſure with the Apoſtle Paul, Gal. 
ni. 10. That every one that is under the Law 
is under the Curſe , for it is written, Curſed 
is every one that continueth not in all the 
Things written in ihe Book of the Law to do 
them, Nothing ſhort of a perfect, per- 
ſonal and perpetual Obedience can keep off 
this Curſe from us, while we are under the 
Law; and can we think then to be juſti- 
fied by it before God ? Is there any Hope 
for us according to this Covenant ? Let 
us not be thoughtleſs about our Guilt, and 


Miſery and Danger by the Law, leſt we 
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16 Thoughts on ſuch Scripture Phraſes 
ſhould be tempted to flight the Grace of 


the Goſpel, and ſo periſh without Re- 
medy. 


Let me now venture to carry this ſame 
Fdea a Step or two farther, If all Man- 
kind are 1n the Senſe above explained, by 
Nature under the Curſe of the Law and 
the Wrath of God ; it neceſſarily follows 


from the above Principles, that God is 


more or leſs angry with different Sinners, 
or with the ſame Sinners at different Times. 
For this Divine Conſtitution of Works 
binds Perfons over to various Degrees of 
Puniſhment, in exact Proportion to their 
Crimes. The Sinfulneſs, Multitude and 

ggravations of Sins are all under the 
Cognizance of the Law of Works, Now 
ſince there are Sins of various Degrees of 
Aggravation, and Sinners of various Sorts 
it is clear, that this.ſame Law or Conſtitu- 
tion does bind them over to ſeveral Degrees 


of: Puniſhment, There need be conceived 


no Alteration in the Divine Will, no 
Change in the Divine Conſtitution, nor 
at 
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at preſent any apparent Difference in the 
Divine Dealings towards Sinners, in order 
to account for different Degrees of (Guilt 
or Obligation to Puniſhment. As Sinners 
do more or leſs tranſgreſs, ſo their Guilt is 
more or leſs increaſed. And thus there 
are, what we may call different Relations 
conſtituted between God and the Sinner, 


tho' all of them are ſubſervient both in. 
Order of Nature and Time, unto a State 


of Condemnation. Let me add to this, the 
Conſideration of thoſe Perfections of the 
Deity, that do moſt principally relate to, 
and diſcover themſelves in this Conſtitu- 


tion, ſuch as his Miſdom, Holineſs, Fuſtice, 


and Faithfulneſs. And then it will appear 
that every Sin caſts a Reproach upon his 
Wiſdom, is offenſive to his Holineſs, 1s 
provoking to his Juſtice, and is an Engage- 


ment to the Divine Faithfulneſs to inflict 


the Puniſhment threatned. Now conſider- 
ing this Law as the Reſult of the Divine 


Will, and theſe Perfections as ſo ſtrictly 
related hereunto; and will not this give us- 


the Conceptions we ought to have of God's 
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Anger being kindled, or of his being mors 
or leſs provoked to Anger, and ſuch like Ex. 
Preſſions. And all this may be conceived, 
without ſuppoſing any Impreſſions to be 
made upon the Divine Being himſelf, or 
any Change made in his Will, or any Al- 
teration in his Law. All that is ſuppoſed 
is this; that God does, by or thro' this 
Conſtitution of Works, actually bind a 
Perſon over to Puniſhment anſwerable to 
his Grimes z and that every Crime is of 
ſuch a Nature, as to be actually offenſive 
or contrary to the Divine Holineſs; his 
Juſtice and Faithfulneſs at the ſame Time, 
as it were, engaging him to act towards the 
Sinner agreeable to the Tenor and Form 
of this his Law and its Sanction. And to 
conclude this Head, T would obſerve, That 
this Divine Settlement is the Rule of God's 
Judgment concerning the State and De- 
ſerts of all Perſons that are under the Law 
of Works, and is the Rule of his Ac- 
tions towards them both in Time and to 
Eternity, if they remain under the Power 
and Rule of this Conſtitution, or ſo long 
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as they do remain ſo. Thus it appears that 
there is a very ſolemn Reality in the Divine 
Reſentment. Vo knows the Power of bis 
Anger? even according to his Fear ſo is his 
Wrath. Tis a Thing not to be trifled 
with, God will make every Sinner know 
that his Sins are as ſinful in their Nature, 
as the Law or Covenant of Works declares 
them to be. They ſhall know this cither 
by a true Conviction of Sin here, or by 
the Fire of God's Wrath hereafter, 
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We Scheme purſued and applied to the State 


of Grace. and Tuſtification, 


E T us now. leave this dark and awful 
Subject, and turn our Thoughts to 
the Meaning of Phraſes of a different and 
oppoſite Nature; and fee whether by the 
ſame general Thought, we cannot receive 
a clear Apprehenſion of the Nature of 
Pardon and Juſtification ; the Non-impu- 
tation of Sin, and the Imputation of Righ- 


teouſneſs. 
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20 Thonghts on ſuch Scripture Phraſes 
teouſneſs. Now if the Nature of Condem- 
nation can be thus explained by referring it 
to a Covenant of Worts; ſurely the Nature 
of Juſtification may be explained by refer- 
ing it to the Covenant of Grace: And that 
without ſuppoſing any freſh Act of the Di- 
vine Will, and without deftroying the Rea- 
lity and Importance of this Bleſſing. Iam 
apprehenſive, that 'tis for Want of a due 
Attention to this, that ſome Divines have 
been led into the Notion of an eternal Juf- 
tification. Becauſe they ſee that Juſtifica- 
tion is not an Act of the Divine Power; 
therefore they at once aſſert that *tis abſo- 
lutely an Act of the Divine Will, and there- 
fore immanent and eternal. Surely we 
ought to take the Scripture for our Rule in 
this, as well as in all other Points of a Spi- 
ritual Nature ; and endeavour to receive 
ſuch an Idea of Juſtification, as is con- 
ſiſtent with the Scripture Account of it. 
It is acknowledged, that the Divine Word 
ſpeaks of God's eternal Love, of Perſons 
being choſen in Chriſt before the Foundation 
of the World; of Grace being given us in 
Chriſt before the Werld began. But the 
Scripture 


_ ” 


as aſcribe Affections to GOD. 2 
Scripture never uſes the Words Fuſtification 
or Condemnation ; Imputation of Sin or 
Righteouſneſs ; when it ſpeaks of any eter- 
nal Act of the Divine Will. Juſtification, 


in the Scripture Senſe of the Word, is al- 


ways expreſs'd to be by Faith, and the 


Non-imputation of Sin is expreſs'd as fu- 
ture, Rom. iv. 8. Bleſſed is. the Man to 


whom the Lord will not izpute Sin. And ſo- 
is the Imputation of Righteouſneſs, Rom. iv. 
23, 24. Now it was not written for his Sake 
alone, that it was imputed to him : but for us 
aiſo, to whom it ſhall be imputed, &c. Be- 
ſides, Perſons might as well be ſaid to be 
condemned from Eternity, and to have 
Sin imputed to them before committed, 
and before they exiſt, as to ſuppole that 
they are juſtified from n 


But not to enter any farther into this. 
Controverſy in this Place, I will endeavour 
from the foregoing Principles, to explain 
what Conceptions we ought to form. of 
Tuſtification, Imputation, and the like, 

; without 
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without making them eternal Acta; and 
without infringing upon the Immutability 
of the Divine Nature and Will. 


The Foundation of theſe Acts of Grace 
is the Suretyſhip of Chriſt, and his per- 
fect Obedience and full Satisfaction to the 
Law as a Surety, Thus Chriſt has funda- 
mentally removed the Curſe of the Law, 
and has obtained that eternal Life for the 
Ele&, which the Law promiſed on Condi- 
tion of perfect Obedience. But 'tis not my 
proper Buſineſs here to lay open and inlarge 
upon this Subject: All that I have to take 
Notice of now is, That upon this ſolid 
Foundation, a new Conſtitution is ſettled 
which determines who are juſtified, and 
when they. are juſtified according to it ; 
and gives us proper Ideas of the Nature 
and Time, of. the Manner and Foundation 
of Juſtification, Now here obſerve, That 
as Condemnation conſiſts in an Obligation to 
Puniſhment, according to the Covenant of 
Works; ſo Pardon, or the Non-imputation 
of Sin, conſiſts in the diſſolving that Obliga- 
ion, according to the Covenant of Grace; 

; and 
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and as Condemnation paſſes upon the 
Creature, as ſoon as he is a Sinner, ſo Juſ- 
tification paſſes upon us as ſoon as we are 
vitally united to Chriſt, the Head of this 
new Covenant: And if we may conceive 


of the former, without any Infringement 


upon the Divine Immutability, in the ſame 
Senſe we may conceive of the latter. So 
that Pardon, or the Non. imputation of 
Sin is an Act of God, by, througli, and 
according to this gracious Conſtitution; 
actually diſſolving the legal Obligation to 
Puniſhment | for Sin. 


And as to the [mputation « of Righteouſ- 
neſs, it ſtands thus. 


As ſoon as any Perſon is in Chriſt, really, 
vitally united to him; God does, by or 
thro' this gracious Eſtabliſhment, actually 
impute the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt unto 
him. The Subſtance of this Settlement, 
as it is reveal'd to us, is, that by Chriſt all 
that believe are juſtified, while he that be- 
lieveth not is condemned already, and the 


Wrath f God abideth on him, Acts xill. 19. 
John 
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John wi. 18, 36. Conſequently as ſoon as 
ever a Perſon has Faith, and not before, 
he is juſtified by this Conſtitution, and by 
God thro” it. 


Juſtification is the moſt important rela- 


tive Change, that can paſs upon us in this 
Life. And for a further and clearer Con- 
ception of this Matter, it is proper for me 
to ſhow how the real Change made in us 
by the Divine *Pqwer, and this relative 
Change made upon us thro* the Divine 
Covenant, commence together, And upon 
the Whole it will appear, that they are two 
very different Conſequences, flowing from 
one and the ſame Divine Act. 


Two Similitudes, both af. them Scriptu- 
ral, will, T hope, clear. up this Point. The 
one is the Relation. between the Creator and 


the Creature, the other is the Relation be- 
tween a F ather and a Son, 


As to the firſt. It is plain, that God in 
the Act of Creation, did not only conſti- 
tute the Being, but likewiſe the Relation of 

the 
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the Creature to him. Strictly ſpeaking, 


tis not the Creature's having Exiſtence that 
conſtitutes its Relation to God ; but it is 
its having received its Being from God as its 
Creator, that conſtitutes this Relation. So 
when we are created a-new in Chriſt Jeſus, 
tis not, ſtrictly ſpeaking, our having a new. 
Nature that conſtitutes a freſh Relation; 


but our having this new Nature from God 


in Chriſt; So that this one Act of God infers 
a newNature and a new Relation too. And 
foraſmuch as this new Creation is done in 
Feſus Chriſt, here is conſtituted at once an 
actual Relation to Chriſt, a Union with him 
and a ſpecial Intereſt in him, God exerts 
his almighty Power as. a God in Chriſt by 
the new Covenant; ſo that when the Wark 
is performed, the renewed Soul is related 
to Chriſt in a different Manner from what 
it was before, 


The other Similitude is at of a Fa- 
ther and Son, 


When a Man begets a Son, he is at once 
the Inſtrument of conveying the human 


D Nature 
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Nature and of producing the Relation. 
The Child's being of the human Nature, 
fits him for enjoying the Father's Eſtate, 
and the Child's being his proper Son is the 
Ground of his Right and Title to it. Thus 
when God by his Spirit regenerates any of 
us, he does two Things by this one Act; 
he produces the regenerated Nature in us, 
and conſtitutes the ſpiritual Relation of 
Sonſhip. And may not all this be ſo referred 
to the Covenant of Grace as to ſhow that 
at Regeneration, a relative as well as a real 


Change is made, without ſuppoſing any 


Alteration in the Divine Mind and Will? 
For it 1s clear, that a ne Nature being 


thus implanted, and a new ſpiritual Union 
commencing; the Nature and Form of the 


Covenant of Grace eſtabliſn and con- 
ftitute a new ſpiritual Relation. And 
what is this new Relation? Surely it 
is ſuch as includes in it the Non-1mpuration 
of Sin, and the Imputation of Righteouſ- 


neſs, God has eſtabliſhed this Covenant of 


Grace, he thus brings us from under the 
Law or Power of the Covenant of Works, 


and thus brings us under the Covenant of 
| Grace : 
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Grace: And this gracious Eſtabliſhment is 
ſuch as neceſſarily infers, that all under it 
are diſcharged from legal Obligation to 
Puniſhment, have an Intereſt in the perfect 
Attonement and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
and have a Right to all the Privileges of the 
Sons of God. All this therefore. is done, 
without the leaſt Change in the Divine 
Will, and yet the moſt important Alteration 


is made in our State and Relation towards 
God, 


Upon the whole then we ſee, that a new 
Nature and a new State commence together, 
The new Nature is formed by the divine 


immediate Power, the new State ariſes from 


the Relation that this new Nature bears 
unto this gracious Eſtabliſhment, which de- 
terminates every regenerate belteving Soul 
to be pardoned, juſtified, and adopted. 


But to prevent all Miſtakes, if poſſible, let 


me endeavour to ſhow diſtinctly how much 
this important Change amounts to, 


(i) A Perfon's paſſing from a State of 
Condemnation, to that of Juſtification, does 
D 2 not 
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not ſuppoſe that the ſecret Purpoſes of God 
are changed concerning him. We muſt 
not ſay, that before a Perſon is juſtified, 
God abſolutely determined to condemn him 
and make him miſerable for ever ; but that 
he is condemned by that Law of Works 
which he is under. And when a Perſon is 


Juſtified, there is no freſh Decree paſſes for 
his Salvation; for every one that is juſtified 
in Time was choſen to Salvation from 


Eternity; and that Purpoſe is not revoked 


when the elect Soul is under Condemnation 
by the Law, nor renewed or reaſſumed when 
he comes to be juſtified by the free Grace 
of God. In this Regard, an ele& Perſon 
is as ſafe before Juſtification as after-it, 


= In Conſequence of this, when a Pers 


ſon's State is thus altered, we muſt not ſup- 
poſe, that the Attonement of Chriſt was 
net made for him, and the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt was not wrought out for him, as 
much before as after his Juſtification. It is 
as true of an elect Soul, when under actual 
Condemnation by the Law, that Chriſt paid 
che full Price of his 8 as it is 


true 
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true of him after his Juſtification. So that 
in this View we muſt fay, that Juſtice was 
ſatisfied, Divine Wrath appeaſed, the Di- 
vine Law magnified for all the Elect by 
Chriſt, whether they lived under the Old 
Teſtament, or do or ſhall under the New 
Teſtament Diſpenſation. Upon this per- 
haps you will be ready to ſay, that if both 
the Purpoſe of God and the Purchaſe of 
' Chriſt ſecure the Salvation of every elect 
Soul, ſurely there can no ſuch important 
Change paſs upon their State before God 3 
and therefore we will refer all the Altera - 
tion that is made, to the Declaration of the 
Divine Word, or to the Manifeſtation of 
Divine Love to the Conſcience :. But here 
I muſt obſerve, _ 


(3) That this Change of State cannot 
conſiſt merely in the Declaration of it by 
the Word of God. I know that ſome look 
upon the Words Juſtification and Pardon as 
merely forenſic Terms; and ſo they con- 
ceive that this great Change conſiſts merely 
in a denouncing or pronouncing a Perſoa 
to be diſcharged from an Obligation to 
D 3. Puniſhment, 
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Puniſhment, and to have a Right to eter- 
nal Life by Chriſt, I acknowledge that 
there is this in Juſtification ;. that the Di- 
vine Word does pronounce a Sentence of 
Abſolution upon every Believer. But ſurely 
to be diſcharged from Guilt by the Cove- 
nant of Grace is more than a mere verbal 
Alteration, For if this be all, it was as true 
before it was declared as after; but this the 
Scripture contradicts ; for it tells us, that. 
be that believeth not, is condemned already 
and the Wrath of God abideth on him ; 
which muſt be as true, as that all that be- 
lieve are juſtified. So that, according to the 
Sentence of the Word, which muſt have 
a Reality under it, every Believer is juſti- 
fed, and every Unbehever is condemned ;. 
and ſurely real Juſtification and Condemna- 


tion declared, are different from the bare 
Declaration thereof. Neither, 


(4) Can this important Change conſiſt 
merely in the Manifeſtation of it to the 
Conſcience, For a Change muſt be ſuppoſed 
to be paſt before it is manifeſted. Now 
when the Spirit of God begins to work in a 


Way 


do ad / onde IS ns LOR SE. 


as afcribe Affeltions to GO D. 53» 
Way of Conviction, he gives the Soul a 
real Belief that he is condemned, under 
the. Wrath of God and the Curſe of the 
Law, which therefore muſt be a Truth con- 
cerning him; and it is not every juſtified 


and renewed Soul that is convinced in his 


Conſcience that he is in the Favour of 
God; ſo. that in this Senſe he is not juſti- 
fied. Since then this great Change does 
not conſiſt in. the Manifeſtation of God's 
Love to the Conſcience, nor barely in the 
Denunciation of the Divine Word ; and 
ſince it is not ſuch a Change as alters the 
Purpoſe of God or the Purchaſe of Chriſt, 
you will aſk what is it? I anſwer. Con- 
ſider every Unbeliever as under the Law, 
and every Believer as under Grace: View 
the former as actually lying under the Co- 
venant of Works, and the latter as actually 
introduced into the Covenant of Grace ;: 
and then you will fee wherein this Change 
conſiſts, God determines to deal with every: 
Unbeliever, as-fuch ; according to the Tenor 
of the firſt. Covenant, and to deal with: 
every Believer according to the Tenor of the 
ſecond Covenant; and conſequently every 

+ unre-- 
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unregenerate Soul, according to this Rule, 
is liable to eternal Miſery ; and every new- 
born Seul, according to this Rule, has a 
Right to the Bleſlings purchaſed by Chriſt, 
This general Rule of God's Dealings is re- 
vealed in his Word, while he reſerves it as a 
Secret in his own Breaſt, whom he deter- 
mines to leave under the Curſe of the Law, 
and whom he determines to bring into a 


State of Juſtification by his free Gn. 


The Judgment that each of us ought to 
paſs upon ourſelves, ſhould be according to 
the Sentence of the Divine Word, and we 
are ſure the Fudgment of God is according to 
Truth. If his Word condemns us, we are 
condemned ; if his Word pronounces a 


Sentence of Pardon and Juſtification upon 


us, we are pardoned and juſtified, The 
ſecret Will of God is neither the Rule of 


our Duty, nor the Ground of our Hope; 


nor, in the Scripture Senſe, the Determina- 


tion of our State: But it is his revealed 


Will that declares the Rule of his: Dealings 
towards Mankind; and fo determines what 


State we are in before him, and what we 


are 
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| | xe to expect from him, *Tis according as 
& this decides the Caſe we are actually dealt 
with now, and ſhall be judged hereafter. 


Whatever can be ſaid or muſt be allowed 


concerning the eternal Election, and fun- 


damental Redemption of any Perſons now 


in a State of Nature, it is very clear, that 
their Condition in themſelves, and their 
State before God, as in the Covenant of 
| Works or Grace, is vaſtly different from 


and oppoſite to the State and Condition of 
thoſe that are regenerated. A plain De- 
ſcription of this will at once ſhow how 


_ vaſtly momentous this real and. relative 


Change is, 


Concerning every unregenerate Perſon, 
whether Ele& or Non-ele&t, it muſt be ſaid 
of him, that the Threatnings of the Law 
ſtand in full Force againſt him, and are 
directly pointed. at him: That the Law 
under which. he is cannot ſave him, but ab- 
ſolutely condemns him; he is in the great- 
eſt Danger of eternal Miſery, according to 
all that can be known by him, felt in him, 


Or 
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or underſtood concerning him: Every freſh | 
Sin brings freſh legal Guilt upon him, and 
lays in freſh Matter for legal Terror, either 
in this World by legal Conviction, or in the 
next by everlaiting Torments, There is no 
Hope of Salvation for him in his preſent 
State; and if he dies in it, he muſt periſh 
for ever. He is dealt with by God as a 
condemned Malefator, as a bond Slave 
under the Curſe, No ſpecial, real Bleſſings 
are beſtowed upon him; no Afflictions are 
* bleſt to him in this State, and his ver yBoſ- 
i perity is curſed, - 


And is not this a dreadful Situation? 
Every one of theſe Particulars, and many 
more that might be mentioned, are true of 
every unconverted Perſon ; and whether he 
be elect or no, this makes no- Alteration. 
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On the other Hand, it muſt be ſaid, that 
not one of theſe Particulars are true of a 
regenerated Perſon; but directly the con- 
trary muſt be aſſerted concerning him. 
} He 1s not under the Law, but under Grace : 
None of the Threatnings of the Law ſtand 
| in 
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in Force againſt him: All the ſubſtantial 
ſuaving Promiſes of the Goſpel belong to 
him: The Covenant under which he is, 
does not condemn him, but certifies. and 
enſures his Salvation. Many Things may 


be known by him, are felt in him, and de- 


= clared concerning him, which aſſure, that he 
© ſhall be ſaved from Wrath, and is in no 
Danger of eternal Miſery, The freſh Sins 
he commits do not bring upon him the 
| Guilt of eternal Mratb, only the Guilt of 
s fatherly Anger. There is Hope and Aſſu- 
rance of Salvation for him in his preſent 
State; and when he comes to die, he re- 
ceives the End of his Faith and Juſtiſica- 

| tion, even the Salvation of his Soul. God, 


in all his Dealings, acts towards him as a 


juſtified Perſon, and a beloved Son: His 
Afflictions are ſanctified; hisPPoljerity 
{ bleſt; all Things work together for his 


Good. Let every one ſeriouſly conſider 
theſe Things, and ſee whether this is not. 
a moſt deſirable and important Alteration. 
Take the Word of God as your Rule to 
judge what your real State is, and let the 


lame Word be conſulted, to ſee how miſer- 
able, 
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able, wretched, and dangerous your State 
is, if you have not truly believed ; and 


how happy and ſafe it is, if you have be- 
lieved thro' Grace, 


tees 
CHAP III. 


Several condeſcending Phraſes that relate to 


the different Conditions of thoſe in a State of 
Grace, explained, 


Aving thus unfolded the general Na- 

ture of Condemnation by an Eſta- 
bliſhment of Works, and the Nature of 
Juſtification by an Eſtabliſhment of Grace; 
I-would here proceed to obſerve, that this 
ſame gracious Settlement, not only relates 
to a Belrever's Introduction into a State of 
Pardon, Juſtification, and Adoption, but 
it extends itſelf hkewiſe to all the Relations 
and Situations of the Believer ſubordinate 
to a State of Grace. 


Tho' a Believer, according to this Set- 
tlement, is always in the ſame general Re- 
lation 
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Relation to God, as a juſtified, adopted 
Perſon; yet we know that a Child of God 
is at different Seaſons, more or leſs holy or 
ſinful as to his Soul, and is in different Si- 
tuations of Affliction or Proſperity as to his 
Body and Circumſtances. Let us now ſee 
how this gracious Conſtitution ſtands re- 
lated to theſe Things. When a Believer 
falls into Sin, tho' he does not loſe his Son- 
ſhip, yet he muſt now ſtand under the 
Character of a rebellious and diſobedient 
Child of God; and accordingly, God in 
ſuch a Caſe is repreſented in Scripture as an 
affrented and angry Father. Now obſerve 
that we muſt not and need not ſuppoſe any 
real Impreſſions to be made upon the Divine 
Mind, or any Alteration in the Divine 
Will, or any real Motions of Anger and 
Reſentment. But upon the whole we muſt 
obſerve, that God in the Covenant of Grace 
is determined to deal with ſuch a Believer, 
in a Manner ſimilar. to the Dealings of a 
Father with a diſobedient Son. This being a 
{ſettled general Rule in the Covenant, it 
follows, that as ſoon as ever a Child of 
God proves diſobedient, he, according to 
I this 
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this Settlement, becomes liable to be dealt 


with as ſuch; he acts an ungrateful and 


5 provoking Part, and the Relation of a gra- 


cious Father ſeems to intimate ſome Re- 
ſentment, and to require ſome Chaſtiſement; 
and the Wiſdom and Love of God, as a 
Father, dire&s him how to deal ſuitable to 
that Relation. Now the Believers becom- 
ing liable to fatherly Chaſtiſement, may be 
look'd upon as a ſubordinate relative 
Change : And 1s not this what we are to 
underſtand by God's fatherly Anger, of 
which actual Chaſtiſement is the Effect? 
For the Sins of Believers are in their own 
Nature diſpleaſing, provoking and ungrate- 
ful to God as a Father; for which he, ac- 
cording to his gracious Relation to them, 
is determined to chaſtiſe and correct them. 


If our being condemned by the Covenant 
of Works, be called our having the Wrath 
of God abiding on us; why might not a 
Believer's being actually liable to fatherly 
Chaſtiſement, be as properly called God's 
being angry with him, as a Father is with a 
diſobedient Son, | OE 
Farther, 
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Farther, When a Child of God is actually 
under his Father's Rod, and in a peniten- 
tial Frame; now he ſtands in the ſame 
Relation to God, as an afflicted, penitent 
Son does to his Father, and conſequently 
has a Certainty, by this gracious Eſtabliſh- 
ment, that God will deal with him ſimilar 
to the Dealings of à temporal Father in a 
like Caſe. Now here 1t is to be remarked, 
that every Relation of this Kind is mutual ; 
ſo that it follows hence, that while a Son 
of God ſtands in the Relation of an afflicted 
penitent Son to his Fathcr, God ſtands in 
the Relation of a compaſſionate Father to 
his Son. Accordingly, he is in Scripture 
{ct forth, as pitying bis Children, as having 
bis Bowels troubled for them, graciouſly par- 
doning them, and the like. Not that there 
are really any ſuch Motions, Changes and 
Affections in the Divine Mind and Will, as 
theſe Expreſſions ſeem to intimate; but 
only that God, as in Covenant, ſtands in 
the ſame View and Relation to his People, 
as a temporal Father does, who actually 
has theſe Motions and Affections in his 
erde D 2. Heft 
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Heart in ſuch Circumſtances ; and that the 
Divine Grace and Goodneſs, which are diſ- 
played in this Covenant, do engage him to 
act towards his penitent afflſicted Children 
in a tender and loving Manner, ſuitable to 
this gracious condeſcending Relation. And 
does not this Thought give a proper and 
ſufficient Reality to ſuch condeſcending Ex- 
preſſions? Once more. God is repre- 
ſented as @ God hearing Prayer; accord- 
ingly it is ſaid of him, that he conſiders the 


Petitions of his People, bends his Ear to 


their Requeſts, hearkens to their Complaints, 
&c. And may not all ſuch Expreſſions be 
conceived of and explained in the ſame 
Way? It would be prepoſterous to argue 
from fuch Phraſes, that the Great IE HOVAH 


has properly Eyes and Ears, to ſee and 


hearken, But thus far is plain from Scrip- 
ture. That it is a ſettled Rule in the Co- 
venant of Grace, that God will deal with 


his praying People, in a Way ſimilar to 


that of a kind Father with his praying Son. 
So that God really is, in and by the Cove- 
venant, in the ſame Relation to a praying 


| Believer, as a tender Father is to his Son. 
Not when it is clear, that as ſoon as ever 
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a true Prayer is conceived in the Heart by 
the Spirit, and poured out before the Lord, 
even before any actual Grace is given in 
Anſwer; ſuch a prayerful Soul has a ſpecial 


Right to be dealt with according to the 
Covenant and Promiſes thereof, in this Re- 


ſpect; and God looks upon himſelf as ob- 
lged by his Faithfulneſs and Love, to fulfil 
theſe Promiſes upon the praying Believer, 


in ſuch Time and Way as his infinite Wiſ- 
dom judges beſt and moſt ſuitable. And 
ſurely a Believer may humbly look upon 
God in this View thro* the Covenant, and 
plead with God and encourage himſelf ac- 
cordingly. 


I might proceed to carry this Idea in- 
to a Variety of other Particulars of this 
Rind: But the general Thought being 


thus far opened and particularized, this 


; ſeems ſufficient for a general Clue, whereby 


to underſtand many other condeſcending 


Phraſes, and to receive regular and con- 


-fiſtent Conceptions of them. 


What ſhall we ſay to theſe Things? Ts 


there ſuch a ſanding Relation between God 
E. 3 and. 
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and his People by the Covenant of Grace, 
that there can be no Condemnation to 
them; how ſhould this eſtabliſh Believers 


in their Faith and Hope, and. enliven them 
in their Duties ? 


And are there ſuch a Variety. of Rela. 
tions between them and him,, ſubordinate 
to and conſiſtent with the State of Juſtifica- 
tion; what a View does this give of the 
Sinfulneſs of Sin in Believers, and how 
careful and circumſpect ſhould they be in 
their Walk. before God, that they might 
not provoke their gracious Father. to Anger, 
nor oblige him to chaſtiſe them, by out- 
ward Afflictions, or inward Withdraw- 
ments?. Surely thoſe that are in the Cove- 
nant of Grace are under the ſtrongeſt Ob- 
ligations to holy Obedience, from the Re- 
lation in which God ſtands to them, as well 
as ſrom the Authority he has over them. 
A careleſs Believer is the moſt ungrateful 
Perſon in the World; and ſuch. a one muſt 


expect ſome ſevere Chaſtiſement. Pſal. 
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CHAP IV. 


The general Idea of a Divine Eftabliſhment,, 
confirmed and illuſtrated: 


Hope what has been ſaid, will be found 
ſufficient to explain the real Meaning 
and Importance of ſuch condeſcending 
- Phraſes ; ſince it does by no Means infringe 
upon the Unchangeablenefs of the Divine 
Nature and Will; and fince it exhibits a 
proper and fubſtantial Reality under theſe 
- Phraſes. Thus far I think I may venture 
to ſay, that I have not intruded into Things 
that are not ſeen, nor introduced an Idea 


might be doubted, and ought to be denied, 


. that God does properly put forth frefh - 


a Acts of his Will, and that he has Affections 
ſt in him fimilar to thoſe in us. But this I 
. apprehend cannot be doubted; namely, 


that God has, by the Covenants of Works. 
and. Grace, declared and eſtabliſhed a Rule 
2 of. 


which the Nature of Things and the Scrip- 
tures of Truth give no Ground for, It 
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of his own Actions towards Men in all 
their various Circumſtances, For other- 
wiſe, the Promiſes and Threatnings of the 
Divine Word ſtand for very little, 


Now as this Eſtabliſhment is the Rule ac- 
cording to which God does and will act to- 


wards his Creatures; ſo it is this muſt de- 


termine the ſeveral Relations in which God 
ſtands to us in our ſeveral Circumſtances. 


And indeed what is a great Part of the 


Scriptures, but a plain, open, deſign'd De. 


claration of the Divine Will in this View of 


it. So that upon any Alterations made in 
us, either by our own Sins or God's Grace, 
we ſtand in different Relations to this Rule 


and Eſtabliſhment of his; and according 
to it we are either juſtified or condemned, 


Children of Wrath, or Sons of God; and 


are to be dealt with as Perſons either loved 


or hated, received or rejected, Friends or 
Enemies. And thus all theſe relative 
Changes are made upon us, without any 
Alteration in the Divine Mind or Will. 


Had 
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And let it be farther obſerved, that God 
has declared, that he will deal with Man 
according to his own Eſtabliſhment. He 
will deal with unconverted Perſons as ſuch, 
according to the Settlement of Works ; 
and with converted Perſons according, to 
the Settlement of Grace. And if this be 
the View in which God appears to us in his 
Word, no Wonder that we muſt look upon 
him as ſtanding in ſuch different Relations 
to us, in our different Circumſtances. 
Theſe Things being thus ſettled, is it any 
Wonder that God makes Uſe of Terms 
and Phraſes, borrowed from ſimilar Rela- 
tions between Man and Man, in order to 
convey to us the Idea of our State and Re» 
lation towards him. It is univerſally ac- 
knowledged, that moſt of theſe Expreſſions 
are ſpoken after the Manner of Men; and 


the Great God has taken Care in the De- 


fcriptions he gives of himfelf, that we ſhould 
not conceive of him as. altogether ſuch a 
one as ourſelves. And now, what more 


or what leſs than what has been deſcribed, 


ean be the real Meaning of ſuch Phraſes 
: ; | If 
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If we fink the Meaning lower, we do not 
give a proper Reality and Importance to 
them ; and if we raiſe it any higher, we 
ſhall infringe upon the Simplicity of the 
Divine Nature, and the Immutability of 
the Divine Will. | 


I would here obferve, that this general 
Idea of a Settlement, Eſtabliſhment, or 
Conſtitution, is not only to be gathered 
from the Promiſes and Threatnings of the 
Word, but is, as I apprehend, plainly in- 
tended by ſeveral Scripture Words and 
Phraſes, Has not every Divine Law, Sta- 


tute, Ordinance, Decree, the Nature of a 


Conſtitution init ? And how full is this 
Idea expreſs'd concerning the Old Teſta- 
ment Diſpenſation, Pſal, Ixxviii. 5, He eſta- 
bliſhed a Teſtimony in Jacob, and appointed 
4a Law in Iſrael, And it ſeems exceedmgly 
probable to me, that that the Word Co- 
VENANT has this Signification under it, 
and is to be explained beſt. in this Way, 


The Word Covenant, * it: ſounds in the 
Eugliſ Tongue, ſeems in its ſtrict Senſe, to 
be 
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be confined to a proper voluntary Compact 
and Agreement between two or more Per- 
fons, upon certain Conditions. And it is 
acknowledged, that it is ſometimes found 
in this Senſe in Scripture ; but *tis very 
clear, that this Word is frequently uſed, 
where there is no ſuch voluntary Contract. 
Sometimes it ſignifies merely a ſettled Or- 
dinance and Appointment. Fer. xxxiii. 
20, 21, 25. where God's Covenant with 
the Day and Night is ſpoken of, Some- 
times it intends a bare abſolute Promiſe, 
Gen. ix. 11. where the Promiſe, that 
there ſhould no more be a Flood to deſtroy 
the Earth, is called a Covenant, And thus 
the Covenant made with Abraham and his 
Seed was a pure abſolute Promiſe; and thus 
the Covenant of the Redeemer and his Seed 
was a mere Promiſe, as expreſs'd, Jai. 
lix. 21. Sometimes it intends merely a Set 
of Precepts, Deut. iv. 13. where God 1s 
ſaid to declare his Covenant, which be com- 
manded Iſrael to perform, even the Ten Com- 
mandments. And laſtly, it ſignifies a laſt 
Will and Teſtament, Feb. ix. 16, 17, 


Now it is eaſy to obſerve, that all theſe ſe- 
vera} 
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veral Senſes, are involved in this one of 
an Eſtabliſhment. For every Contra& that 


is made, every Promiſe given, every Pre- 


cept injoin'd, and every Teſtament con- 
firmed, have all the Nature of a Settle- 
ment or Conſtitution, Take this then to be 
the true Meaning of this Word Covenant, 
and you find that this Signification of it 
will ſtand clear and unimbaraſſed, where- 
ever this Word is found in the Old or New 
Teſtament. And may we not ſuppoſe, 
that this is the Force of the original Words 


n in Hebrew, and A in Greet? 


The Etymology of the Greek Word for Co- 
venant ſeems to determine its Meaning to 
be a Conſtitution : And the Hebrew Word, 
(whether it be derived from n to chooſe, 
or from NY to create or conſtitute) will 
bear the ſame general Signification. How- 
ever, every Covenant, whether it ſignifies 
a Compact, a Promiſe, or a laſt Will, is a 
Settlement. 


The Covenant of Works was an Eſta- 
bliſhment, which God made with Man in 
Innocency, wherein he determined that Man 

ſhould 
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ſhould have everlaſting Life, upon Condi- 
tion of perfect Obedience, or be liable to 
Death upon a Failure in it. Whether you ſup- 
poſe any mutual Stipulation, or Reſtipulation, 
or no; it had the Nature of a Covenant in 
this Senſe of the Word. As for the Co- 
venant of Grace, this is an Eſtabliſhment 
that is threefold. Conſider the Covenant 
of Grace as between the Father and Son, 
and it was an Settlement by Way of 
Compact : Conſider it as between God and 


us, and *tis a Settlement by Way of ab- 


ſolute - Promiſe : Confider it as between 


Chriſt and us, and it was a Settlement by 


Way of laſt Will and Teſtament. 


But ſtill farther 1 to illuſtrate this general 
Subject, I would here take Oecafion to 
ſhow, how properly every relative Altera- 
tion that is made upon us, and ariſes from 
the Divine Eſtabliſnment, may be called a 
Divine Act; tho', properly ſpeaking, the 
making of this relative: Change i is neither” 
an Act 10 Divine wk nor r Power. _ 
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Tale erte theſe Wilen 8 Obſer- 
vations. 


(1) God himſelf in his eternal Will and 
Purpoſes. eſtabliſhed this general Conſtitu- 
tion; which juſtifies every Believer and 
condemns every Unbehever. He laid out 
this Plan of his Dealings in his own Mind, 
and by his own Will from Eternity ſettled 
every Particular of it, both as to Believers 
and Unbelievers. So that this Conſtitution 


itſelf is a Txaoſeripe of is eternal Will 00 
Purpoſe., ON C4 | 


(2) All as Perfeclions of hs Deity are 
engaged in it, ſo as to approve of it and 


render, it effectual. His Wiſdom, Power- 


Omniſcience and Omnipreſence are engaged 
to render it effectual; that nothing ſhould 
be wanting to the actual and punctual Ful- 
filment. of ! all the Promiles, or the Execu- 


tion of the Threatnings contained in it. 
His Holineſs, Juſtice, Goodneſs and Faith- 


fulneſs, have all their Concern herein. This 
Eſtabliſhment * once made and de- 
clared 
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clared to Man, ſhews what is agreeable to 
the Divine Holineſs, or offenſive to it ; 
what is and what is not provoking to Di- 
vine Juſtice; and ſets forth what is really 


the Divine Will, as to any Perſon's Juſtifi- 
cation or Condemnation. 


(3) All the Virtue and Efficacy that this 
Conſtitution has in making relative Changes 
upon us ariſes from this very Property of it. 
that it is Divine; for if it were not Divine, it 
could make no relative Alterations between 
God and us. *Tis becauſe God himſelf 
eſtabliſhed it, that we are that before God 
which the Conſtitution itſelf determines, 
Are we according to it juſtified, this ts there- 
fore a Juſtification before God are we con- 


demned by it, this is therefore our Con- 
demnation before him. 


(4) The holy Scriptures are therefore 
juſtly called the Word of God, becauſe they 
declare to us this eternal Settlement of his 
Mind and Will. So that, as properly as 
God is ſaid to ſpeak to us by his Word, ſo 
properly it may be ſaid, that God juſtifies 
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or condemns us, loves. or hates us, by or 
thro? this Divine Eſtabliſhment, 


(5) God is determined to act in every 
Reſpect, . according to this Conſtitution, 
Is any one juſtified according to it, God 
will act towards him as a Perſon juſtified, 
accepted, and beloved; is any Perſon con- 
demned according to it, God does act to- 
wards him as ſuch while in that State, and 
will condemn. him for. ever if he dies in his 
Sins: And ſo in all Caſes.” Such as this 
Settlement determines a Man to be, ſuitable 
to that God does and will act towards him, 


(6) *Tis: God himſelf. by the Power of 
his Grace and Spirit, that makes the. real 


Change in the Nature and Hearts of his 


People; and ſo brings them into ſuch a 
Relation to his Eſtabliſnment, that now 
they are juſtified and accepted according to 
it. This Settlement juſtifies every Believer: 
God by his Spirit makes a Perſon a Believer, 
and ſo at once gives him a new Nature and 
brings him into à new State, 


Now 
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Now take all theſe ſix Conſiderations to- 
gether in one View, and ſee whether from 
hence it will not follow, in the higheſt Senſe 
poſſible, that it is a Divine Act to juſtify 
us in Time, at believing, by or thro' the 
Conſtitution of Grace, altho' there be no 
freſh Act of Will put forth in it. Do not 
theſe Thoughts clearly ſnow, how the real 
Change by the Divine Power, and the re- 
lative Change by the Divine Covenant do 
commence together, and how there is a 
very great H en Realgy 4 in both ? 
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7 "o Ends anſwered by this Explication of 
iT Ty, from a Divine W 


HUS I have attempted to explain 
the ſeveral Relations in which Men 
ſtand to God; both as in a State of Con- 
demnation and Juſtification.z by referring 
the whole to the Divine Settlement, or Co- 
venant. Before I proceed to extend this 
F 3 general 
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general Thought any farther, it may be ne- 
ceſlary to ſhow how this Explication tends 
to anſwer all thoſe Ends, which are deſigned 
by ſuch condeſcending Phraſes of Scripture. 
The laying forth this, may be looked upon 
as an inſtructive and practical Application 
to this general er fo far as we have 
proceeded m IM, | 


(1) This g gives us A ale, diſtinct 
and noble Conceptions of the Divine Being 
in his Nature, Perfe&tions and Purpoſes. 
As for the Divine Nature, the whole Plan 
is built upon a Suppoſition of his being un- 
changeable and uncompounded in his Eſ- 
ſence. I hope no Idea has been conveyed 
in this Diſcourſe, that does in the leaſt con- 
tradict the Immutability and Simplicity of 
the Great IrHOVAH; altho' its Deſign has 
been to explain the Meaning of thoſe Ex- 
preſſions, that ſeem at firſt View to ſuppoſe 
him to have a changeable Will, and change- 
able Affections. This Repreſentation ſup- 
poſes all the real Changes to be in us. As 
for the Divine Vill and Purpoſes, we ſee 
ftom hence that they are all Eternal; that 
163 ins G ie TC 32278 
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he did from Eternity determine to deal in 
this Manner towards his Creatures, in their 
various Circumſtances ; whether the Alte- 
rations that are made in them proceed from 
their own Sins, or from his Grace, And 
as to his Perfections, I may venture to ſay, 
that we can have no better, fuller, or more 
diſtinct Ideas of them, than what we can 
gather from the Declaration he has made 
of this general Eſtabliſhment. If we would 
know what Conceptions to entertain of the 
Nature of his Holineſs, Juſtice, Faithful- 
neſs, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, look into the 
Nature and Frame of this Eſtabliſhment, 


| and. theſe Perfections will appear in a moſt 


noble and beautiful Manner to us. 


(.) This Explication of Things gives us 

a right Idea of the Difference between the 
cret , and revealed Will of God. What 
we mean by the ſecret Will of God is this. : 
Tis the fecret Purpoſe of his Mind, whe- 
ther he will leave particular Perſons to fall 
into Sin and deſtroy themſelves. or-whether 
he will by his Spirit and Grace renew them, 
and bringthem into New-Coyenant-Relations 
to 
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to himſelf. And this ſecret Purpoſe may li de. 
wiſe be extended to the ſovereign Dealings o 
his Providence towards particular Perſons, 
Families, or Nations. It is called his e 
Will, becauſe all ſuch Things remain a Se- 
cret, until they are manifeſted by the Ef- 
fects of his Power, either in Providence or 
Grace. The revealed Will of God is con- 
tained in the Declaration he has made of 
the Nature, Conſtitution and Conſequences 
of the Covenants of Works or Grace, It 
includes the Rules he is determined to act 
by, towards the Children of Men, in their 
various Circumſtances of Sin or Grace, 
Holineſs or Corruption. The ſecret Will 
of God is known only by his Works, his 
revealed Will may be ſeen in his Word. 
The former is ſo intirely ſecret and un- 
known to us in itſelf, that we never can 
know what God will do in this Reſpect 
until he has done it: The latter is ſo de- 
clared, that we may know by looking into 
his Word, what we may expect from him, 
and what Duty he requires of zus. The 
ſecret Will is neither the Rule of our Duty, 
nor Ground of our Hope; whereas the re- 
vealed 
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vealed Will contains both. The revealed 
Will gives ſuch a Repreſentation of God in 
Covenant, as tends to work in ſuch a Man- 
ner upon our Hearts and Affections, as, 
by his Spirit, produces a real Change with- 
in us: The ſecret Will determines when and 
where and how the Spirit will work, to 
render this Declaration effectual. 


(3) The foregoing Repreſentation of 
Things, plainly gives a full and important 
Reality to all thoſe Scripture Expreſſions 
that it attempts to explain. For it tells us 
that God will deal with us, according to 


thoſe Relations, which ſuch condeſcending 
Phraſes refer to. | 


If I am under Condemnation according 
to this Settlement, I may be aſſured, that 
God will deal with me as a condemned 
Perſon, while I remain in this State. If I 
am juſtified according to it, I may be cer- 
tain, that God will deal with me as a juſti- 
fied Perſon. If God by the Conſtitution 
appears angry with me, I may expect the 
Tokens of his Diſpleaſure upon me. If he 


by 


—— 
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by the Conſtitution appears pleaſed with 
me, I may expect ſuitable Favour from 
him, according to the Promiſes of his Grace. 
And thus it ſtands in all other Caſes. And 
beſides this, the Perfections of Holinels, 
Juſtice, Goodneſs and the like, are ſo ne- 
ceſſarily concerned in this Eſtabliſhment ; 
that I may ſay and conceive, that when I fin, 
Holineſs 1s offended with me, and Juſtice 
frowns upon me; and when by Grace! 
am enabled to be holy in Heart and Life, 
Goodneſs and Love ſmile upon me thro! 


Jeſus Chriſt, the Head of the Covenant of 
Grace, 


Conſequently (4) This Repreſentation 
gives real objective Ground for all ſuch 
Affections in our Minds, as theſe conde- 
ſcending Expreſſions tend to excite. If the 
Scripture ſays that God loves me, I have 
the ſame Ground for Hope and Comfort, 
as if there really was the ſtrongeſt Emotion 
of Indearment in the Divine Mind. If it 
ſays he is angry with me, I have the ſame 
Ground for Fear and Diſtreſs, as if there 
were ſuch a Paſſion really and properly in 


the 


the Divine Mind. For the revealed Will: 
of God aſſures me, that I muſt expect to 
| be dealt with ſuitable to theſe Repreſenta-' 
| tions, and the Perfections of Deity are all 
engaged to make good theſe Declarations,” 
y And thus the Caſe ſtands in all other In- 
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4 D ſtances. 

1, © 8 . | 

de (5) This Deſcription gives us noble and 
important Ideas of the Covenant of Works 
e, and Grace. Foraſmuch as theſe two diſtinct 
0 : Covenants or Eſtabliſhments are the Foun- 


dation of all the Relations, in which Men 
| ſtand to God and he to them; and foraſ- 
much as the Reality contained under all ſuch 
| ſtrong affectionate Repreſentations of God, 
| are to be ſought for and found therein. So 
le- chat the Foundation of our Hopes or Fears 


he | ſtands as firm as the Eſtabliſhment itſelf 


Ve does, under which we are. 


on (é) It is very obſervable, that whenſo- 
fit Wever the Spirit of God makes any Impreſ- 


me WW fions upon the Hearts either of Believers or 
ere Unbelievers, they are all gathered from 
* and are agreeable to the Nature and Form 
the 


of 


* 


60 Thoughts on ſuch Scripture Phraſes 

of the Divine Eſtabliſhment, When the 
Divine Spirit gives to a Sinner a ſtrong and 
powerful Senſe of his Guilt, of the Wrath 
of God upon his Perſon, and of his Liable- 
neſs to that Vengeance that is due to him 
for his Sins, this is no other than a Repre- 
ſentation of -God's Juſtice and Holineſs, as 
appearing in the Covenant of Works, 
When the Spirit ſheds abroad the Love of 
Chriſt in the Heart of a Believer, this is 
Nothing but a Repreſentation of his Love 
and Faveur as in the Covenant of Grace; 
and the Idea that the believing Soul has of 
it, is gathered from and centers in the New 
Covenant, whereby God ſtands in the moit 
indearing Relations to his People. If the 
Soul under ſuch Divine Impreſſions is led to 
entertain irregular and diſhonourable Con- 
ceptions of God, as one like ourſelyes, I 
| hope none will venture to aſcribe ſuch Con- 


ceptions to the Spirit of Truth, Upon 
the whole, 9 


„ & * 


(7) Laſtly, I 3 . es 3 
been ſaid may be improved, to give an 


Anſwer to many Queſtions either of Debate 
or 


. @ 
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or Enquiry, upon a ſolid Foundation and 
with proper Ideas. Here I would puta few 
ſhort Queries, and give a ſhort Anſwer to 
them. 


Queſtion. When do Juſtification and 


Adoption actually commence ? 

Anſwer, When a new Nature is implant- 
ed, and. ſo by the Divine Settlement, a 
new Relation produced. 


9. What is the Difference between the 


Guilt of Sin, in a regenerate and in an un- 


regenerate Perſon ? 


A. The former renders a Perſon liable ta 
God's fatherly Anger, according to the Co- 
venant of Grace: The latter renders him 
liable to eternal Wrath, according to the 
Covenant of Works. 


9, In what Senſe does God pardon the 


actual Sins of a Believer, after his Juſtifi- 


cation ? 


G | A, 
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A. By removing the Guilt of fatherly 
Anger. Before this Pardon, God ſtands in 


the Relation, not of a condemning Judge, 


but of an angry offended Father; and after 


this Pardon, God 1s related to the Believer, 
as a Father reconciled and well pleaſed, 


9, When does God pardon this Guilt of 


the Believer ? 


— 


A. When he repents and flies to the 
Blood of Chriſt, by a freſh Act of Faith; 
for this is the ſtated Account we have of 
this Matter in that Word, which declares 
the Divine Eſtabliſhment. 


9. When were our Sins actually im- 
puted to Chriſt ? 


A. The very Moment he was 5 aftually 
made under the Law, 


9. When is Adam s Sin actually im- 
puted to us? 


A. 
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A. The very Moment we actually be- 
come his Seed and Offspring, 


9. When is Chriſt's Righteouſneſs actu- 
ally imputed to us ? 


A. As ſoon as we are actually united to 
him by Faith, pa 


G2 PART. 


„„ 


Concerning the Diſpenſa ion of the 
Covenant of Grace, 


HUS I have endeavoured to ex- 
plain the Nature and Conſequences 
of a Divine Eſtabliſhment, in or- 
der to give clear Ideas, under a great Va- 


riety of Scripture Phraſes of a condeſcend- 


ing Kind; and I hope that my private 
Thoughts upon this Subject, being come 
at length to this Iſſue, have not been em- 
ploy'd in vain. 


There is another Set of co:deſcending 
Phraſes to be found in Scripture, which ap- 
pears, to be of a different Kind from thoſe 
already opened. And I conceive that theſe 
are to be referred to, and are beſt explained 


by 
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by the Diſpenſation of the Covenant of 
Grace, which extends itſelf to all that are 
under the Adminiſtration of it; namely, 
all thoſe that are under the Sound of the 
” Goſpel, This is what ſome call the general 
” Offers of the Goſpel, which perhaps may be 
better termed, The open, free Exhibition 
of God in Chriſt, as an Object of Deſire, 
Hope, Love, Truſt and Dependance. ; 


FFP 
| CHAP 1. 


Theſe Phraſes mentioned, and the Difficulties. 
at tending them ſet forth. 


Hoſoever reads the Divine Word 
with Attention, will eaſily find a- 

great Abundance of Expreſſions, that are 
in their own Nature very affecting, engag- 
ing and indearing; wherein God is repre- 
ſented as ſpeaking to us, and of himſelf, 
after the Manner of Men. The principal 
Tendency of which Phraſes, is to work up- 
on our Minds, and lead us to imbrace God 
G 3 3 
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in Chriſt, as freely exhibited to us in the 


Goſpel. I ſhall here produce the Chief of 
them to View, 


God is ſet forth as calling to and invit- 
ing Sinners. 


Thus God riſes early and ſends bis Pro- 
phets. Chriſt ſtands at the Door and knocks, 
God feretches forth his Hands all Day long. 
The Apoſtles are repreſented as Ambaſſadors 

for Chriſt, ſo that God beſeeches Sinners by 

them, and they pray them in Chriſt” s Stead to 
be reconciled 1 God. God pleads and ex- 
poſtulates with his profeſſing People in the 
moſt earneſt Manner, Why will ye die, 
© Houſe of Tjrael ! 


| © God ſets forth himſelf, as earneſtly wiſh- 

ing and ftrongly deſiring, that they would 
hearken to his Voice, O that there were in 
them ſuch a Heart! O that they were wiſe, 
that they underſtood this and would conſider 


their latter End! O that my People had 


bearkened to me] Pf, Ixxxi. 13, 14. 


God 
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God is ſet forth as regreting that they 
had not fulfiled his Deſire, and complain- 
ing of them, grieved by them, and as it 
were, weeping over them, How long ſhall 
vain Thoughts lodge within thee ! How long, 
ye ſample ones, will ye love Simplicity ! Forty 
Years long was I grieved with this Genera- 
tion, And after all Means uſed, he ſpeaks 
as if it cut him to the Heart to deliver them 
up. How ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim 
how ſhall I deliver thee, Iſrael z my Heart is 


turned within me, my Repentings are kindled 
together ! 


God ſpeaks as if his ExpeCtations were 
raiſcd and diſappointed ; I looked that it 
ſhould bring forth Grapes, and it brought forth 


wild Grapes, And when they are prevailed 
upon, he ſpeaks in ſeveral Places, as ex- 


ceedingly pleaſed and delighted. 


J might produce many other Scriptures 
of the like Nature ; but 1 think the ftrong- 
eſt of all, and that which includes or ſup-, 
poles all the reſt, 1s that Divine Oath men-. 


2 tioned, 
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tioned, Ezek. xxxiii. 11. As I live, ſaith 
the Lord, I have no Pleaſure in the Death 
of the Wicked ;, but that the Wicked turn from 
his Way and live : Turn ye, turn ye, from your 
evil Ways, for why will ye die, O Hoſe of 
Iſrael ! To all which we may perhaps add 
ſuch Expreſſions as theſe : God is willing that 
all ſhould be ſaved, and come to the Knowledge 
of the Truth; and not willing that any ſhould 
periſh, but that all ſhould come to Repen- 
vance. 


I am conſcious that many of theſe Phraſes 
have a direct and immediate Regard unto 
the Covenant of Peculiarity, which ſub- 
ſiſted between JEUOVAH and ael; and 
as ſuch they have no Regard to a Sinner's 


Juſtification and Salvation; but only to the 


Welfare of the 1/raelites as a Nation. And 
ſome have thought that the Difficulties at- 
tending ſuch Paſſages of ſacred Writ, are 
at once removed by ſuch an Interpretation. 


But I conceive, that there is a great Si- 
militude between this Covenant of Peculi- 
arity, and the Diſpenſation of the Covenant 


of 
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of Grace to Sinners: And beſides, the 1 
Difficulties that attend the clear Interpre · "i 
tation of theſe Phraſes are of ſuch a Nature, ( 
that they can be no more removed by re- | 
ferring them to the Covenant of Peculiarity, 
than by applying them to the Diſpenſation 
of the Covenant of Grace, For the Ab- 
ſurdities that attend a literal Explication of 
them are ſueh as theſe, 


1/, Here are ſtrong Paſſions and Af- 
fections aſcribed to the Divine Bring, which 
can by no Means be allowed to be ſtrictly 
and literally true; ſince this is inconſiſtent 
with the Simplicity and Immutability of 
the Divine Nature : And thus far the ſame 
Difficulty attends the Explication of theſe 
Phraſes, as did the former ; and from this 
Conſideration, theſe as well as the other, 
are proved to be of a condeſcending Kind, 
But, 


24ly, Could we allow that the great Je- 
HOVAH has Paſſions in him, ſimilar to thoſe 
in us, there is a farther Difficulty here ; for 


many of theſe Affections are quite diſho- 
nourable 
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nourable to him; they ſtrike at the Sted- 
faſtneſs of his Purpoſes, the Almightineſs 
of his Power, and the Compleatneſs of his 
Bleſſedneſs, as well as the Simplicity of his 
Nature, For they ſeem to intimate as if 
God wiſhed for, and ſtrove at what he 
could not attain, and prayed but could not 
prevail; as if he were diſconcerted in his 
Schemes, diſappointed in his Hopes, and 
grieved at his Heart. None of which 
Thoughts can by any Means be admitted 
as true, | | 


 gdly, Such Sentiments repreſent the Di- 
vine Being as inconſiſtent with himſelf ; as 
if there was a real Oppoſition between his 
ſecret and revealed Will, And they do not 
appear reconcileable to his certain, abſolute 
and univerſal Foreknowledge. Moſt of 
the Difficulties remain as ſtrong upon the 
Suppoſition of his Preſcience, as of his Pre- 
deſtination, Can we ſuppoſe that the Great 
God realy expects and waits for, what he 
certainly knows will never come to pals ? 
That he is realy grieved and diſappointed, 
when he knows all Things from the Begin- 

ning 
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ning to the End? When he eſtabliſhed 
the Goſpel Conſtitution, he fully knew that 
the Conſequence would be very awful with 
Regard to many. And how is it conſiſtent 
with his Sincerity, to invite and beſeech his 
Creatures, when and where he knows they 
will never accept; and how is it conſiſtent 
with his Veracity and Truth, to tell us that 
he longs for, waits for, and expects our 
Recovery, Return and Salvation, when he 
certainly knows what will be the Event in 
every Particular? In theſe Caſes, our firſt 
Thoughts are ready to impeach the Divine 
Sincerity and Integrity ; yea, his Juſtice 
and Mercy too. 


Yea, I might add 45), That theſe 
Phraſes ſeem to imply an abſolute Will and 


Power in Man to imbrace theſe Invitations, 


to repent and turn to God, and to give the 
turning Point to his own Salvation : All 
which Thoughts are contrary to the Doc- = 
trines of free and ſovercign Grace, to the 
Impotency of Man, and the abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity of a ſpecial Agency of the Spirit of 
God, Whereas the Denial of theſe Truths 
18 
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is oppoſite to the plain and full Language 
of Scripture, and to the inward Expe- 
rience of thoſe who know themſelves a- 
right. 


Now what is wanted is to give and re- 
ceive ſuch Ideas under theſe ſcriptural 
Phraſes, as ſhall at once avoid alb theſe ſeem- 
ing Inconſiſtencies, remove theſe Difficul- 
ties, and yet preſerve ſuch a Reality under 
them, as will fully anſwer the Deſign of ſuch 
Expreſſions. Surely there muſt be ſome 
great and important Reality under ſuch 
Phraſes, Let none make light of them, 
nor think they are bare Words or empty 
Sounds. They are ſo far from any Thing 
like this, that they contain the greateſt 


objective Ground for a poor Sinner's 


Hope, the greateſt and freeſt Incourage- 


ment for him to fly to the Mercy of God _ 


in Chriſt, and have in them the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt indearing Motives to ingage his 
Concern, to awaken his Attention, and t6 
win upon his Heart. Yea, ſuch great Matter 
is included in them, that, did but a poor 
Sinner realy ſee and believe it, he would 

be 
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be effectually engaged to come out of him- 
ſelf, to refer himſelf to the free Grace of 
God, and would find Relief and Salvation, 


And this I hope will be made fully to ap. 
pear in what follows. 


Se- 


& 4A £8 
The N Rule of explaining theſe Phraſes 
propoſed. 


H E firſt Difficulty attending the 

Meaning of theſe Expreſſions, being 
the ſame with that which appeared to attend 
the former Set of Phraſes taken Notice of 
in the firſt Part; this gives us a Di- 
rection to follow the ſame general Rule 
in the Explication. Foraſmuch as there 
are realy no ſuch Paſſions in the Deity, 
which ſeem to be attributed to him in 
theſe Expreſſions, I therefore would refer 
the whole Meaning of them to relative 
Conſiderations, And they are expreſlive of 
ſome indearing Relations, in which God 


F ſtands 


— 
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ſtands to Man, in the Declarations of his 
Word and Conſtitution of his Covenant. 


Upon a ſerious Review of theſe Paſſages 
under Conſideration, you will find they all 
center in, and are gathered from ſome ſuch 
Relation as this which follows, *Tis that of 
a real Friend that wiſhes us well, and takes 
all proper Pains, and uſes all proper Means 
to anſwer his kind End upon us. 


As ſuch a Friend ſeeing one in real Dan. 
ger and in a wrong Way, does realy by 
all proper Methods aim at that Perſon's 
Welfare, does realy long for it, is ready to 
entertain Hopes of it, grieves and com- 
plains if the Means propoſed are not attend- 
ed to; is pleaſed and delighted when they 
prove ſucceſsful : $o God himſelf is ſet forth 
to us, as uſing ſuch Means and having ſuch 
Affections, becauſe he actually ſtands in 
this Relation to us, by the Declarations of 
his Word and the Conſtitution of his Co- 
venant ; and becauſe all the Perfections of 


huis Nature are concerned in this Eſtabliſh- 


ment. The Scripture aſſures us that God 
4  _ has: 
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has made it a Rule to act towards us, ſuit- 
able to the Character of ſuch a Friend, 


Here then let us look a litile into the Na- 
ture of the Divine Eſtabliſhment, and ſee 
how far it falls in with this Relation, Ob- 
ſerve therefore, 


(1) That the Word of God determines 
all unbe lieving, impenitent Perſons to be in 
a State of Condemnation, and all penitent 


Believers to be in a State of Juſtification 
before God. 1 
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(2) It plainly aſſerts, that Repentance 
and Faith are to be looked upon, as the 
Way in which a Perſon paſſes from one 
State and Relation to the contrary, 


(3) There are in the Word of God all 
thoſe Truths declared, that have in them- 
ſelves a Tendency to excite and incourage 
us to Faith and Repentance, and which 
give intire objective Ground for all ſuch 
Actings of Soul, as are included in believ- 


ing and repenting. 7 
H 2 (4) 
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(4) Repentance and Faith are very juſtly 
and aptly deſcribed to us, under the Terms 
of Coming, Seeking, Receiving, Flying, 
Running, Truſting, and the like. And the 


more cloſely you look into the Nature of 


Faith and Repentance, the more exact, ex- 
cellent and ſuitable you will find theſe De- 
ſcriptions to be. 


(5) All theſe Terms neceſſarily ſuppoſe, 
that there is a Freedom of Acceſs opened to 
God in Chriſt; that any poor Sinner has a 
free Liberty and Grant to come, truſt, re- 
ceive, and the like; eſpecially when we re- 
member that Sinners are, in the Word, ex- 
horted, intreated, and incouraged to come 
and truſt, to repent and believe, 


(6) From hence it follows, that the De- 
claration of this Eſtabliſhment, and of the 
Truths contained under it, has the greateſt 
Tendency to ingage us to true Faith and 
Repentance ; and that the Inſtructions, Ex- 
hortations, and Invitations of the Word, 
are the beſt Means that can be uſed to be- 


get 


heed ow 
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get ſuch Experiences and Sentiments in our 
Hearts. 


Now this being the univerſal Account the 
Scripture gives us of the Divine Eſtabliſh- 
ment, you cannot but obſerve, that in all 
this, God ſtands in the Relation of a moſt 
tender Friend; there is every Thing in it 
that ſuits ſuch a Character, Here all the 
Bleſſings of Salvation are repreſented as 
treaſured up in Chriſt, and as to be given 
freely to Sinners. Here the Sinner has di- 
rect objective Ground for the ſpiritual Acts 
of Coming, Truſting, Receiving, and the 
like : God by his Word declares this Con- 
ſtitution, and in the Diſpenſation thereof, 
invites and beſeeches them to come, truſt 
and receive, Upon the whole it is much 
the ſame, as if a very rich Man did make 
an Eſtabliſhment,-and form a ſincere De- 
fign in his own Mind, to give to all neceſ- 
ſitous Perſons that came to him, a full Sup- 
ply, freely, and without regarding or re- 
quiring any prior Qualification in them; 
and did cauſe this Deſign of his to be pub- 
liſhed, and did give Orders, that in Conſe- 
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quence of this, every neceſſitous Perſon 
without Exception, ſhould be preſs'd, ex- 
horted and invited to go to him for a Sup- 
ply 3 and that all proper Means ſhould be 
uſed by Declarations, Inſtruftion-., Warn- 
ings, Promiſes, Threatnings, Expoſtu- 
lations to win upon them for their own 
Advantage. Now would not ſuch a rich 
Perſon, be juſtly accounted a truly great 
and generous Friend; even tho* he knew 
that many would not be prevailed upon to 
accept his kind and ſincere Offer? The 
Indolence of ſome, or the Stupidity and 
Obſtinacy of others, caſt no Reflection up- 
on ſuch a generous Benefactor: And his 
Foreknowledge makes no Alteration, either 
in the Sincerity of his Deſign, or the Kind- 
neſs of the Propoſal itſelf. 


Now take the divine Eſtabliſhment as 
having ſuch a Reality in it, and then you 
may ſee, that hereby God ſtands exactly in 
that Relation, which all the forementioned. 
condeſcending Phraſes allude to, are derived 
from and center in. No Wonder then that 
the Holy Ghoſt uſes ſuch Expreſſions to. 
convey and inforce this Idea. The following 


Thoughts 


Or ws o+* 
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Thoughts may tend to confirm and illuſ- 
trate what has been ſaid. 


(1) This gracrous Settlement, thus un- 
derſtood, declared and diſpenſed, tends to 
produce all thoſe Workings of Heart, which 
ſuch affectionate Expreſſions of the Word 
ſeem to be primarily intended for. 


(2) Theſe Workings are ſuch as take in 
the whole Nature of believing and repent- 
ing, which is the appointed Way, in which 


we take Poſſeſſion of New- Covenant Bleſ- 
ſings. 


(3) God has in his own Mind deter- 
mined to deal with every one, that is ef- 
feaually wrought on by Means of theſe 
Truths, agreeable to the Nature, Promiſes 


and Bleſſings of this Covenant; and all 
Believers ſhall find it to be ſo, 


(4) Generally where the Work of Grace 
is begun upon any Soul by the Spirit, the 
Invitations, Promiſes, &c. of this Goſpel 
Diſpenſation are the inſtrumental Means of 
this gracious Work. 


(3) 
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(5) The great Reaſon why God did ſet 
on foot this Covenant, and this Diſpenſation 
of it, was, becauſe he in his own ſecret 
Will, deſigned to make it an effectual 
Means to ſome for their Salvation ; while 
there is the ſame objective Ground for Faith 
and Repentance, with Regard to all to 
whom the Goſpel 1s diſpenſed, 


(6) God has in the Method of his Grace, 
as well as in the Diſpoſals of Providence, 
eſtabliſhed a Connection of Probability 
and Subordination, between the regular 
Uſe of the Means and attaining the de- 
fired End. God has appointed Means, 
not only for himſelf to work by, but for us 


to make Uſe of: And we find that it 1s 


more probable for thoſe to arrive at true 
Reper tance, Faith and Holineſs, who en- 
Joy and improve the Means regularly, than 
for thoſe who neglect them. Even as in 
Previdence : Tho' God knows, and indeed 
has determined, who ſhall be rich and proſ- 
perous, and who net, yet we find the Means 
and End are generally connected together. 


Now 
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Now take all theſe Confiderations toge- 
ther, and conceive them all as included in 
one general Eſtabliſhment of Divine Wiſ- 
dom and Grace, and ſee whether this does 
not exhibit a proper Reality under all theſe 
affectionate Expreſſions, ſufficient to an- 
ſwer all the Ends for which they muſt be 
ſuppoſed to ſtand in the Word of God. 


nasses 


G 
Theſe Phraſes particularly explained. 
Would now deſcend to explain as di- 


ſtinctly as I can, the ſeveral Phraſes 
that the Scripture uſes upon this Subject. 


(1) By the Revelation of the Word, and 
the Preaching of Goſpel-Miniſters, Sinners 
are told their miſerable Condition, and the 
Freeneſs and Fulneſs of God's Grace in 
Chriſt; are called upon to come and re- 
ceive Chriſt ; are intreated, invited and ex- 
| poſtulated 
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poſtulated with upon theſe Principles. Thi: 
I conceive is what the Scripture means by 
God's Inviting, Beſceching, and the like, 
Upon this Account, Chriit is ſaid 7o ſtand 
and knock; God is ſaid 1o riſe early to ſend 
his Prophets, and to ftiretch forth his Hand: 
all Day long. Such Terms as theſe are di- 
rectly explained in this Manner, 2 Cor. v. 
20. where Paul ſays, We then are Ambal- 
fadors for Chriſt; as zho" God did beſeech 
you by us, we pray you in Chriſt s Stead, be 
ye reconciled unto God. So that God him- 
ſelf does not realy exerciſe any freſh Act, 
either of Will or Power, to ſpeak. to us, or 
make us hear his Voice ; but he, by the 
Intervention of his Word and Miniſters, 
according to his own Appointment, ſtands 
in the Relation of an Inviter and Beſeecher; 
which is the ſame to us, and ought to make 
the ſame Impreſſion on us, as if God him- 
ſelf did immediately invite. 


(2) When a Sinner is regardleſs Time aſter 
Time, of theſe Calls, Invitations and Ex- 
poftulations thus diſpenſed, he now ſtands. 
in the Relation of a rebellious, obſtinate 

5 Perſon 
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Perſon towards a moſt tender Friend, and 
his Behaviour is as offenſive to the Grace 
and Love of God, as diſplay*d in the Goſ- 
pel Diſpenſation, as the ſimilar Behaviour 
of a poor Perſon is to a rich and generous 
Friend; upon which Account, God him- 
ſelf is repreſented in ſuch a Caſe, as a 
grieved, flighted Friend; and ſuch carcleſs 
and rebellious Sinners are therefore ſaid 
to der and grieve his holy Spirit, In this 
Senſe, God ſays, Forty Years long was I 
grieved with this Generation: And as one 
realy offended and affronted, he complains, 
How long, ye Simple, will ye love Simpli- 
city? 


(3) When a Sinner has had all Means 
made Uſe of towards him, which one would 
naturally expect ſhould work upon his Mind 
and produce ſome Alteration in his Senti- 
ments and Conduct, but all prove unſuc- 
ceſsful z then God is ſaid to have his Ex- 
pectations diſappointed, If. v. 4. Where- 
fore when I looked that it ſhould bring forth 
Grapes, brought it forth wild Grapes. Not 
that we can ſuppoſe, that God meets with 

| any 
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any Diſappointment in his Expectations, or 
that his ſecret Will and Foreknowledge are 
| fruſtrated, But this intimates, that a Sin- 
ner, in this Caſe, does ſtand in the ſame 
Relation to God and God to him, as be- 
tween Man and Man would produce a ſore 
Diſappointment. 


(4) When a Sinner has gone on ſo long 
in Rebellion as to be at the very Brink of 
inevitable Ruin, according to this general 
Settlement declared in the Word, but is not 
entirely given up, then God flands in ſuch 
a Relation to him, as warrants ſuch Ex- 
preſſions as theſe. How hall I give thee up, 
Ephraim? How ſball I deliver thee, Iſrael ? 
Mine Heart is turned within me, my Repen!- 
ings are kindled together, Not that there 
are realy ſuch Affections in the Divine 
Being as are here expreſſed. But ' tis eaſy 
to obſerve, what Relation of a Friend to 
a Rebel theſe Affections refer to, and are 
derived from: And becauſe God in his 
Eitabliſhment in the Word, ſtands in this 
very Relation to ſuch Sinners, therefore he 
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is deſcribed as ſpeaking to them in this 
Language. 


(5) When Sinners continue fo long in 
Rebellion, as to be paſt Recovery, accord- 
ing to the external Diſpenſation of the Co- 
venant, then the Decree of their Ruin is 
ſaid to be gone forth, And Chriſt, weep- 
ing over Feruſalem, ſays, How often would 
1 have gathered thee, &c. but now your 
Honſe is left unto you deſolate, This was 
indeed the Cale between God and the Fews 
as a Nation: But I apprehend, that if we 
regard the Diſpenſation of the Covenant to 
particular Sinners, their Day of Grace is 
never paſt ; nor is an objecuye Ground of 
Hope ever removed from them, until their 
Diſſolution from the Body. Then indeed 
it will be true, that many ſhall ſeek to enter 
in, but ſhall not be able, Luk. xili. 24, 25. 
and then God will, as it were, laugh at their 
Calamity, and mock when their Fear cometh, 
Prov, i. 24—26. 
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(6) As ſuch a tender Friend, as God 
appears to be in the Diſpenſation of the Cove- 
1 nant, 
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nant, wiſhes it were otherwiſe with rebellious 
ones than it is; ſo God in Reference to this 
condeſcending Relation, ſpeaks in this Man- 
ner. O that my People bad hearkened unto 
me | O that they were wiſe, that they under. 
ſtood this ! &c. 


(7) When a Sinner is actually prevailed 
upon to repent and believe by the Means of 
Grace, bleſt by the Spirit of Grace, then 
God is ſet forth as plea/ed, delighted, re- 
joiced, and the like. Not that God has realy 
theſe Affections; but it is eaſy to ſee how 
theſe Expreſſions bear an Alluſion to, are 


borrowed from, and center in theſe relative 


Conſiderations, which appear to have a 
{ull Reality in this Divine Eſtabliſhment. 


In a Word. God is ſaid to be defirous of, 
and to wiſh for a Sinner's Return; becauſe 
that is agreeable to the general Deſign of 
the Goſpel Diſpenſation. He is ſaid to be 
grieved by the Sinner's Rebellion, - becauſe it 
is highly offenſive to his Grace diſplayed in 
this Diſpenſation, He is faid to be diſap- 
rointed, by the Unſucceſsfulneſs of the 
| 'Means 
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Means, becauſe it is contrary to the real 
Tendency of this Diſpenſation ; and he is 
faid to be pleaſed and delighted with, and re- 
joiced at the Sinner's Return, becauſe hi: 
Grace is hereby magnified, and all his Per- 
fections exalted. 


C1 AT. . 


The Conſiſtency between the ſecret and revealed 
Will of God opened, 


Y what has been ſaid, I think I have 

tacitly prevented the Objections that 
may ariſe from the ſecret, ſovereign Will of 
God, by explaining all theſe Phraſes in ſuch 
a Manner, as to have no immediate Regard 
unto this ſovereign Will, But to make the 
whole clearer, I would now proceed to ſhow 
the Conſiſtency of God's revealed Will 
thus expreſs'd, with his fecret will ; in a 
more open and explicit Manner, by the fol- 
lowing Obſervations. 


12 (1) 
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(1) The plain open Deſign of all theſe 
condeſcending Phraſes, is to give Ground 
for, and to be a Means of exciting in us 
the Actings of Repentance, Faith, Hope, 
Truſt, Love, Prayer, and the like; and 
the more attentively you look into the Na- 
ture and true Meaning of them, the more 
you will fee their Excellency and Sufficiency 
to anſwer this End. 


(2) In order to find Ground for theſe 
Actings, we are under a Neceſſity to view 
God as ſtanding in theſe Relations to us by 
this Eſtabliſhment, For his ſecret Will is 
neither the Rule of our Duty, nor the 
Ground of our Hope : How plainly does 
it appear from hence, that there is no Need 
to explain theſe Expreſſions in any higher 
Senſe, than as gathered from the Settle- 
ment of Grace, for they fully anſwer their 
End by referring them hither ; and indeed 
it is nothing but this Settlement, and the 
Diſpenſation of it, that can be ſuppoſed 
to contain the objective Ground of ſuch 
Actings. 

(3) 


| 
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(3) There is no Poſlibility of carrying 
our Thoughts any higher upon this Subject, 
with any tolerable Degree of Regularity or 
Conſiſtency, Our beſt Way is to fix our 
Eyes upon this revealed Eſtabliſhment, 
which moſt nearly concerns us. Has it not 
been made to appear, that ſuch is the Na- 
ture, Frame and Form of this Covenant 
and its Diſpenſation, from the Beginning to 
the End of it, as ſets forth God in thoſe in- 
dearing Relations, as give Ground for 
the ſtrongeſt affedtionate Expreſſions; and 
if this be the Caſe, we cannot charge him 
with any Injuſtice, Cruelty, or Inconſiſtency; 
ſince he gives full, ſuitable, ſufficient Rea- 
lity under all ſuch Expreſſions by this Eſta- 
bliſhment. * ; 


(4) Obſerve that there is no Inconſiſtency 
between this revealed Covenant and his ſe- 


cret Will: For, (1) It was his ſovereign 


Will firſt formed it. (2) His Will is always 
in it, as much as the Will of a King is in 
thoſe Laws that he enaQts, (3) He is de- 

1L 3 termined 
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termined in his own Mind, to act in every 
Point agreeable to it, towards all the Chil- 
dren of Men : How much Love and Grace 
ſoever appear in it, he will not alter his 
Purpoſe, or forfeit his Word. (4) The whole 
World will one Day be compelled to ac- 
knowledge, that they have been dealt with 
in every Reſpect e to this Eſta. 
bliſhment. 


(5) Tho? he reſerves to himſelf a Sove- 
reignty of giving Faith and Repentance, 
the turning Point of our Salyation, to 
whom, and when he pleaſes ; yet (1) He 
by theſe Means gives full objective Ground 
for theſe Exerciſes of Soul. (2) Declares 
this objective Ground to all where the Gol. 
pel comes, and has given Orders that this 
Goſpel ſhould be preached to every Crea- 
ture. (3) Makes Uſe of all fuitable Means 
to prevail upon Sinners. (4) Requires their 
diligent Ule of them. (5) Generally gives 
the ſaving Bleſſings of Faith and Repen- 
tance in the regular Uſe thereof, 


Now 
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Nov, to ſum up the whole into the in- 
tended Concluſion, obſerve, That if all theſe 


condeſcending Expreſſions are drawn from, 


and fairly explained in this Eſtabliſhment : 
And if there be no Manner of Inconſiſtency 
between God's ſovereign: Will and this 
Conſtitution ; then it is clear, that theſe 
Phraſes are perfectly. reconctleable unto the 
Divine abſolute Will; neither can they be 
ſaid to infringe in the leaſt upon it. 

From the whole of this Repreſentation, 
we may gather a Rule for. underſtanding al 
ſuch Phraſes; whereſoever they are found; 
for gaining Knowledge from them, and for 


making a due Improvement of them. 


(1) The general Rule for underſtanding 
them is this. Whenever we read of any 
Paſſions or Affections aſcribed to the Divine 
Being, which cannot be literally under- 


:ſteod'; let us take particular Notice, what 


Relations ſuch Expreſſions allude to and are 
gathered from; then ſee what there is in 


; the 
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the Divine Eſtabliſhment, that anſwers to 
that Relation, and ſo we come at the Rea- 
lity contained under them. For Inſtance. 
Then God is ſaid to repent, when he changes 
his Method of Diſpenſation, becauſe a for- 
mer Method proves unſucceſsful, and an- 
other Method is apparently neceſſary or 
proper. Take this Rule along with us, 
and we ſee what an eaſy, familiar, and beau- 
tiful Way, God takes to convey theſe Ideas 
by, and how natural it is for us to carry 
our Thoughts thro* theſe familiar Phraſes 


unto the Reality of the Caſe repreſented 
thereby. Again, 


(2) The general Rule for gaining Know- 
ledge from them is this. Whatever fami- 
liar condeſcending Phraſes we fee in the Di- 
vine Word, we may be {ure that there is 
ſometbhing in the Divine Ffabliſhment, that 
anſwers to them in this Way, What that 
is we may calily gueſs from the toregoing 
Rule, and confequently, we may infer the 
Exiſtence of ſuch Relations in the Cove- 
nant as ſuch Expreſſions allude to. And 

i thus 
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thus we may gain more and more Ideas of 
the Nature, Form and Deſign of that Eſta- 
bliſhment, which God has fixed as the Rule 
of his Actions to his own People in parti- 
cular, or to the Children of Men in gene- 


'ral. And obſerve, that the Knowledge of 


this, includes the Chief of thoſe Doctrines 
that are of the greateſt Weight and Impor- 
tance to us. For Inſtance, When God 
repreſents himſelf as deterred from his De- 
ſign of deſtroying his People for their Sins, 
for Fear of the Wrath and Pride of their 
Enemies: As in Deut. xxxii. 26, 27, we 
may fairly learn from hence, that God in 
all his Diſpenſations towards his People, 1s 
determined to ſecure his own Honour in 


the midſt of all their Provocations. 


(3) The general Rule for making a 
due Improvement of theſe familiar Ex- 


preſſions is this. Obſerve what AfﬀeCtions 


and Performances ſuch ſtrong affectionate 
Phraſes have a Tendency to excite in us 
towards our Fellow-creatures z and this 
will teach us what Workings ſhould be in 


our 
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our Minds, and what Duty is required of 
us towards. God, in this Eſtabliſhment of 
his Grace, If TI be a Father, where is mine 
Honour, and if I be a Maſter, where is my 
Far? Malachi i, 6. | 
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APPEND I X. 


Concerning the I, ſdom, Suitableneſs, 


Equity and Sincerity e's the Goſpel- 
Di e. | 


HU 8 I have indeavoured to give 
ſuch an Idea of a Divine Eſtabliſh- 
ment, as to explain the Chief of 
thoſe condeſcending Phraſes, which cannot 
be properly deſcriptive of the Acts either 
of the Divine Will or Power; and have 
ſhown that by this Means, there is a proper 


Reality under all thoſe Expreſſions, which 


is conſiſtent with the Simplicity of the Di- 
vine Nature, the Perfection of his Bleſſed- 
neſs, and the Unchangeableneſs of his 


Decrees. What I have further to add upon 


this 
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this Head, is only to ſhow the beautiful 
Connection there is between this Eſtabliſh- 
ment and the Divine Perfections on the one 
Hand; and the State of Man as fallen on 
the other : In Hopes of being able hereby 
to ſhow, how the Method God takes with 
fallen Man in the Diſpenſation of his Word, 
is conſiſtent with the Divine Rectitude, Sin- 
cerity and Wiſdom, And here let me ob- 
ſerve, 


1. How neceſſary it is, that ſome Eſta- 
bliſhment ſhould be fixed, and /ome conde- 
ſcending Relations commence, in order that 
there might be any ſuitable Communion be- 
tween God and the Creature, Conſider the 
Divine Being abſolutely in himſelf, as a 
ſimple, unchangeable Being; and he can- 
not properly be the Object of Faith or 
Hope or Prayer. For, in this View of 
God, let us believe or hope or pray ever ſo 
ſtrongly or fervently, it cannot be ſuppoſed 
that any End ſhould be anſwered thereby, 
ſince none of theſe Things can alter the 
Divine Will, or excite him to any Acts of 
Beneficence, he being in himſelf entirely 
un- 
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unchangeable. But not to inſiſt upon this, 
I hope it will be allowed, that the beſt Me- 


thod that can be taken to enter a Correſ- 
pondence between the Creator and Creature, 


| is by Precepts and Promiſes, Prohibitions 
| and Threatnings, Doctrines and Declara- 


tions n God's part; and by the Hearing, 


| Receiving'and Believing, and being excited 
| by them an ou Part. Now obſerve, what- 
ever Promiſes; Truths, Precepts, &c. are 


declared on God's Part, they cannot be ſup- 
poſed. to beibare Words or empty Sounds; but 
muſt have a Reality under them: And theſe 
Declarations therefore being true, we muſt 
refer our Minds to ſome Divine Eſtabliſh- 
ment, or Method, or Rule of Dealing for 
the Reality under them, which God has 
fixed in his .own Mind, of which theſe 
Doctrines, Promiſes, Sc. are the Declara- 
tion. Now further I have obſerved, that 
ſuch an Eſtabliſhment forms Relations of a 
condeſcending Kind between God and the 
Creature, which give Ground for Faith and 
Hope, and Prayer, and Dependance, and 


| ſpecial Ground for Love and Delight in us 


towards him, 1 hope theſe Thoughts do at 
3 K once 
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once ſhow the Excellency and Suitableneſs, 
if not the real Neceſſity, of ſome Divine 
Eſtabliſhment, in order to a proper Com- 
munion between God and the rational Crea- 
ture. No then let us proceed, 


(2) To fix our Eyes upon the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of Grace, that ſubſiſts between God 
and Man as revealed in the Word; and ſee 
how ſuited it is to the divine abſolute Per- 
fections. And I hope every one who knows 
what it is, cannot but acknowledge, that 
herein he has abounded towards us: in all Wiſ⸗- 
dom and Prudence. Here Wiſdom, and Power, 
and Holineſs, and Juſtice, and Faithfulneſs, 
ſhine forth with peculiar Glory: Yea, we 
can behold the Divine Perfections in this 
Eftabliſhment, better than we can in the 
Works of Creation or Providence; yea, and 
better than in the moſt abſolute metaphyſi- 
cal Reaſonings and Conceptions. But the 
Inlargement upon this Subject is not what I 


principally aim at, but only to remark : If 
the Eſtabliſhment itſelf is ſuch, then ſurely 


the Diſpenſation of it cannot be ſuppoſed” 


to be contradictory : Whatever Exhibitions, 


Offers, 


N eſs, 
ine 


Offers, Invitations, and affectionate Ex- 
preſſions are fairly deduced from, explained 
by, and centers in this Eſtabliſhment, they 
furely cannot be contrary to the Divine 
Perfections. 


The great Reaſon why we are ready to 
apprehend that theſe lively, indearing, con- 
deſcending Expreſſions and Invitations are 
inconſiſtent with the Divine Integrity, when 
he knows that all will not be ſaved, and has 
determined to ſave but a Part of ſuch as are 
invited ; I ſay, the great Reaſon of this is, 
becauſe we forget, that they all have their 
Reality in, and are to be explained by this 
Eſtabliſhment, without carrying our Con- 
ceptions any higher. And indeed there is 
no Neceſſity for it, ſince all the Ends of 
ſuch Expreſſions are anſwered by referring 
them hither : And ſince the Eſtabliſhment 


itſelf ſecures, that, whenſoever theſe af- 
fecting Phraſes do work ſufficiently upon 


our Minds, the Event ſhall anſwer accord- 
ing to the Invitations and Promiſes of the 
Goſpel. If therefore we fix our Ideas 


here, and conceive ſo much and no more. 
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to be realy meant by them, than what the 
Eſtabliſhment itſelf gives Ground for ; it is 
clear that then there is no Oppoſition be- 
tween the ſecret and revealed Will of God 
in this Caſe. 


Upon this a farther Inquiry may be pur. 
What tho' theſe Thoughts ſhould reconcile 
Goſpel Invitations to God's ſecret Purpoſes, 
yet ſtill it does not appear, how it is con- 
ſiſtent with the Divine Integrity, Sc. to 
invite, beſeech, and the like, thoſe whom 
he knows utterly incapable to hearken to 
the Invitations, and obey the Calls of the 
Goſpel. This leads me on, 


2dly, To ſee how much this gracious 
Eſtabliſnment is ſuited to the Cafe and 
Condition of fallen Man, Here three Things 
muſt be enquired into or deſcribed, (i) 
What is the real State of fallen Man? (2) 
W hat is moſt ſuited to Man in this State? 
(3) To ſhow that this Eſtabliſhment and 
the Diſpenſation of it, in the Way above 
deſcribed, is moſt adapted to anſwer the 
moſt valuable Purpoſes, 


(1) 
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(1) What is the real State of fallen Man? 
And it muſt be acknowledged both from 
Scripture and Experience, to be intirely 
hopeleſs and deplorable in itſelf, ſince we are 
all by Nature under the Wrath of God and 
the Curſe of the Law; being ſo corrupted, 
as to be indiſpoſed or diſabled to all ſpiritual 
Good, and inclined to all Evil. And all 
this to ſuch a Degree, as that nothing leſs 
than a Divine Power can ever effectualhy 
make a ſaving Alteration, or inable and 
incline a Perſon realy to give a ſpiritual 
Anſwer to the Calls and Invitations of the 
Goſpel. But then obſerve, that this In- 
diſpoſition and Inability, is not natural but 
moral. The Propriety of theſe Terms, I 
will not contend for; but endeavour to 
explain my Meaning under them, by ob- 
ſerving, (1) Man by the Fall has loſt none 
of the natural Powers of his Soul or Mind: 
As Man he has Underſtanding, Will, Af- 
fections, Memory, Conſcience, Sc. We 
muſt not conceive, that any of theſe Things 
are wanting to any rational Mind ; we are 


not by the Fal made properly Brutes, but 
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are ſtill Subjects of what is generally called 
Moral Government. Nay, I would take 
Notice, that when the Spirit of God forms 
the new Creature, he does not give any 
freſh natural Powers either to our Souls or 
Bodies. (2) Obſerve : Tho' all the natural 
Powers of the Soul are depraved by the 
Fall; yet they are ſtill of the ſame Nature 
in themſelves ; that is to ſay, the Mind. in 
general is in itſelf ſuited, 10 attend to 
Declarations, the Underſtanding to re- 
ccive Truth, the Will to embrace it, the 
Memory to retain it, the Reaſon to ar- 
gue upon it, and draw Inferences from it, 
(3) This Incapacity and Inability that is-in 
us to that which is ſpiritually good, is pri- 
marily in the Hill. Oury Anability conſiſts 
in our Diſinclination; our cannot conſiſts 
in a will not. So that it, muſt be ſaid, that 
Man both cannot and will nat come to 
Chriſt for Life: Or thus, we cannot becauſe 
we will net. no Perſon is realy.willing to 
do whac he naturally can; ; Perſons have an 
Unwillingneſs, a Backwardneſs, an Avex- 
A to attend to the Truths of the Goſ- 
„ the, Duties of the Law, and ſugh 
2 as theſe y and nothing ſhort of a 
Divine 


- 
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Divine Power can change this Will. Now 
this in ſhort being the real Caſe with Man by 
Nature; let us next ſee, 


2dly, What is moſt ſuited to work upon 
Man in this State for his Good, And cer- 
tainly ſince Man is a rational Creature; 
having Underſtanding and Will, and being 
ſtill a Subject of moral Government; he 18 
and ought to be dealt with as a rational 
Creature, by moral Perſwaſion, Arguments, 
Injunctions, Invitations, Declarations, and 
the like. If the Underſtanding be in Fault, 
the rational Method is to give Inſtruction, 
If the Will be in Fault, it is to uſe Per- 
ſwaſion and Intreaty. If the Conſcience be 
in Fault, the proper Method is to make 
cloſe Appeals to it, Sc. This is the Way 
we take with one another in almoſt all 
Caſes; and ſurely then, if God himſelf takes 
this Courſe, we muſt own it right. Nay, 
J muſt here obſerve, that a Declaration ot 
his abſolute ſecret Will would not be ſuited 
to this Purpoſe, *Tis, I may fay, almoft 
neceſſary from the Nature of Man, that he 
ſhould be wrought upon by. or through ſtit- 
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able Inſtructions and Invitations ; and althoꝰ 
no Inſtructions may or can of themſelves 
be effectual; yet whenſoever a Change is 
wrought in the Will or Inclination, it is by 
or through theſe Inſtructions as a Means. 
Now if this be true, it would be infringing 
upon the very Nature of Man to declare 
the ſecret Will of God. If all the Elect 
were ſet down by Name in the Word of 
God, and each Perſon was to ſee it; would 
this have any Suitableneſs to induce any 
Perſon to receive the Goſpel ? would this 
tend to change his Will from Sin to Holi- 
neſs? I am ready to conceive upon a Sur- 
vey of this Matter, that ſuch a Method or 
Exhibition as this, would make it neceſſary 


for the Divine Being directly to force our 


Wills, inſtead of bending and changing 
them, in order to fulfil his own Purpoſes. 
And farther, any one may ſee, that the Na- 
ture of Man is ſuch, that in order for any 
exe to be rationally perſuaded from Evil to 
Good, from Sin to Chrift ; thoſe Arguments 
or Invitations muſt be uſed to him, which 
would be equally ſuited to another, and be as 
true concerning any one as concerning him. 
The ſe 
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Theſe Thoughts I apprehend clear the Way 
for this Obſervation ; That where the Fault 
hes in the Underſtanding and Will, no bet- 
ter Method can be taken than to make ſuch 
an external. Exhibition as is ſuited to all, as 
much as to the particular Perſons to whom 
God himſelf deſigns to make it effectual. 
And if this be the Caſe ; then there are ſe- 
veral Reaſons to be given, why this Exhi- 

bition ſhould be made to all promiſcuouſly, 
as well as to thoſe to whom it ſhall prove 
ſavingly uſeful ; as well to thoſe that ſhall 
not be ſaved, as to thoſe that᷑ ſhall. I ſay 
It is proper that this Exhibition, which is 
ſuited to all, ſhould be promiſcuouſly pro- 
pounded. (1) For the Manifeſtation of 
the Divine Glory ; that all the Nations 
may ſce ſomething of the Wiſdom, Holi- 
neſs, Juſtice, 'and Faithfulneſs of God; 
that he might have the greater Tribute of 
Glory from this moſt glorious and inſtruct- 
ing Eſtabliſhment. (2) For the Regulation 
of the World. There is ſomething ſo ex- 
cellent in this Exhibition, that it actually 
does a great deal of Service among Man- 
kind; even tho? it ſhould not prove ſav- 


ingly 
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ingly effectual to many. God has in many 
Caſes given Perſons ſuch ſtrong Convictions 
of the Evil of Sin, and has brought them 
under ſuch great Reſtraints, by this Means, 
as to keep the World in a much better 
Order, than could be ſuppoſed would 
have been the Caſe without it. And 2dlys 
I muſt here again hint at what I have before 
mentioned; that an open promiſcuous Ex- 
hibition of the Ground of Hope, and the 
Rule of Duty, is neceſſary to ſecure the 
Nature of Man's Vill in its Actings to- 
wards this Conſtitution and Diſpenſation. 
To ſuppoſe that it maſt be declared to none 
but thoſe to whom it ſhall be made effectual, 
would make it neceſſary for the Scripture to 


Point: out the Perſons by Name who ſhall 


be ſaved ; which, according to the Nature 
of Man, ſeems to lay a Ground for as great 


a Confuſion ; as for every Perſon to be aſ-- 


certained of the particular Time and Man- 
ner of his Death, and of all future Events 
that concern him. But now obſerve, how 
eaſily, uniformly and beautifully, the Di- 
vine ſecret Purpoſes are anſwered; . by mak- 
155 the Invitation grounded upon this Con- 
| ſtitution, 


fl 
h 
0 
of 
n 
b 
e 
t 
I 
[ 


> * al * ab 


APPENDIX. 107 


ſlitution, promiſcuous, Here all in general 
have the ſame Warnings, Declarations, 
Grounds of Hope, and free Invitations ; 
1o that now he that ſhall be ſaved, not hw 
ing any Thing to lay hold of, or build upon 
but what others have ; he, when it is made 
effectual to him, acts according to the Na- 
ture of the human Mind; and the only 
Difference between him and others i is, that 
be believes, receives, and builds upon thoſe 
Truths, which are equally propoſed to o- 
thers, while others do. not believe or receive 
them. | 


But in order to anſwer or anticipate Ob- 
jeftions, I would ſhow, that as the Divine 
Eſtabliſhment is and ſhould be, ſo it may 
without any Heſitation be thus diſpenſed to 
all in general. For (1) There is Nothing 
declared to any, but what is ſtrictly true if 
Tightly underſtood, Chriſt realy has all 
theſe Bleſſings to give, which he preſents 
in the Invitation; ſo that it is not an empty 
Invitation: He puts no Bars in the Way of 
our embracing the Bleſſings preſented; but 
does realy intend to give them to all, that 
| I | are 
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are excited by the Exhibition to come for 
them; and ſo it is not a deceitful Invitation: 

And he never raiſes. the Deſires of any by 
it, in order to diſappoint them; for as ſoon 
as ever the Exhibition has this Effect, the 
Way is abſolutely elear for a Perſon to take 
and poſſeſs, and fo it is not a tantalizing 
Invitation. (2) It is plain God takes a 
Method ſimilar. to this in the Work. of Cre- 
ation and Providence. Thus in Nature ; 
tho* all Trees, Plants, and Animals, in ge- 
neral are deſigned for the Uſe of Man, yet 
thoſe ſame general Principles that work to 
produce them, do produce much more than 
God himſelf knew would. ever be uſed by 
Man. He cauſeth it lo rain in the Milder- 
neſs wherein there is no Man. Thus in Pro- 
vidence ; it is plain in the ordinary Courſe 
of Things, he gives Perſons more Oppor- 
tunity and Advantages for their temporal 
Welfare, - than he knows they will make 
Uſe of. And if this be his Method in Na- 
ture and Providence, why is it not as re- 
gular that God, in the external Diſpenſa. 


tions of his Grace, ſhould cauſe theſe out- 


ward 
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ward Advantages to reach them, that he 
knows will not uſe them. 


(3) It is plain that Men do frequently 
act ſimilar to this. Do we not in temporal 
and ſpiritual Affairs too, make Uſe of Ar- 
guments, Perſuaſions, Invitations and Of- 
fers, when we are pretty certain that they 
will not univerſally prevail? Are not 
many Offers made gratis to all or any, 
when we know but few in Compariſon will 
accept? This I might inlarge upon and 


_ diverſify ; but let it ſuffice to ſay, that if 


Men to one another may uſe promiſcuous 
Intreaties, Invitations and Offers; tho' we 
do not ſo much as ſuſpect or ſuppoſe, that 
all that are intreated will accept; why may 
not the Divine Being do the ſame ? Bur 
ſome may perhaps ſay : That making the 
Exhibition of free Salvation in Chriſt to 
them that ſhall not be ſaved, does aggra- 


vate their Condemnation. To this I an. 
ſwer, (1) It is plain that this is only an ac- 


cidental Conſequence, ſuch as the Exhibi- 
bition itſelf has no Tendency unto; and 
(2) It is no farther an Aggravation to their 
Guilt or Miſery, than as they, by their 
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wilfu! Negligence and Obſtinacy, refuſe to 
hear him that ſpeaketh to them, I have 
only one Thing more to inlarge upon. 


(3) To ſhow that this Eſtabliſhment and 
the Diſpenſation of- it is the moſt ſuited to 
the State of fallen Man. Now let us take 
a general Survey of it to this Purpoſe, Is 
the Under/ianding naturally blind, here are 
the brighteſt and molt important Diſcove- 
ries ſuited to enlighten it. Is the Conſcience 
ſtupid, here are the moſt rouzing, awaken- 
ing and weighty Conſiderations produced 
to View. Is the Fill obſtinate and per- 
verſe, here are the moſt mollifying, invit- 
ing, indearing Truths preſented. But far- 
ther, this Exhibition comes the neareſt our 


_ Cafe that you can ſuppoſe. Are we ig 


great Danger, it propounds a Refuge; are 
we under great Corruption and Weakneſs, 
it propounds all-ſufficient Strength and 
Grace. Again, are we incapable to help 
ourſelves, and unable to bring any Thing to 


God as a Price or Condition, all this that 


we want is preſented as freely to be given to 
us and wrought in us. Again, are we under 
ahy Concern, that our State is fo bad, do 

We 
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we ſee it as altogether hopeleſs in itſelf, 
here 1s full, free, ſuitable, ſufficient Grace 
held forth in Jeſus Chritt, attended with 
the ſincereſt and freeſt Invitations, Again, 
are we naturally ignorant that our State 1s 
ſo bad, here we are told in the moſt plain, 
affecting, and cloſe Language, what it realy 
is: And laſtly, are we naturally uncon- 
cerned about our Souls, here is prelented 
before us a future eternal State ; Heaven 
with all its Joys, Hell with all its Terrors, 
the Shortneſs of Life, the Vanity of the 
Creature, and indeed all che moſt ſtriking 
Thoughts, that Man can conceive, or could 
invent to rouze and awaken : And remem- 
ber that the Act of Coming, Truſting, &c. 
's Nothing elſe but that Exerciſe of Deſire 
and Expectation that would neceſſarily ariſe 
from a real Belief of theſe Things. 


Now take all theſe Things together; 
the Incapacity of Man being oral and 
ſpiritual, not phyſical and za/ural ; this 
plainly ſhows, that ſuch Commands and 
Exhortations, are not like commanding a ' 
Man to walk that has no Legs, or to fee 
that has no Eyes, or to work that has no 
Hands, The Difference lies here. No 
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Exhortations that can poſſibly be uſed to a 

Man naturally blind or lame, are in the leaſt 

ſuited to reſtore his Sight or Limbs. But in 

the Caſe before us, it is far otherwiſe. For 
here every Exhortation and Invitation has 
the Nature, not only of a Motive, but like- 
wiſe of a Means; for as ſoon as any Perſon 

is realy prevai!*d upon tobelieve theſe Truths, 
and to hearken duly to theſe Exhortations, 

his ſpiritual Diſorders are actually cured ; 

his Underſtanding is enlightened, his Will 
is changed, and his Affections receive a new 
Turn. God in the Diſpenſation of the Co- 

venant uſes theſe Means, and the Spirit by 
his Divine Power renders them effectual. 
When the Fault lies not in a Want of na- 
tural Powers and Capacity, but in the Un- 
derſtanding, Will, and Conſcience : What 
Method more ſuitable, excellent and ſincere 
can be taken, than by applying to the Un- 
derſtandling by Doctrines; to the Will and 
Affections by Promiſes, Invitations and Ex- 
hortations; and to the Conſcience by ſolemn 
Appeals. Eſpec ally when we remember that 
all theſe Addrefles have a ſufficient Reality 
under them, to ground all that Concern, 
Defire and Hope upon, which they tend to 
— 6 : 
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